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INTRODUCTION
2018 is a BIG vintage, of bold, everythingladen wines – fruit, alcohol, tannins. Those who
managed to keep everything in balance, and
not over-extract the naturally abundant tannin
potential, made large-scaled wines of real
promise. Some will become legends. You will
need to consider carefully whether the style of
the year is to your taste, but if it is there is plenty
to choose. 2018 was a challenging season that
took a lot of careful work, however (mildew and
then drought), so both terroir-luck, and good
decisions were critical to achieving the best the
vintage had to offer. In other words, there were
duds, so read as many critic’s notes as you can,
and pick carefully.

MY TOP TEN
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4.
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99-100, Château Lafleur
97-100, Vieux Château Certan
96-98+, Château La Conseillante
95-97, Château Léoville Las Cases
95-97, Château Canon
95-96, Château Mouton-Rothschild
94-96, Château La Mission Haut-Brion
94-96, Château Trotanoy
94-96, Château Certan de May
94-96, Château Smith Haut Lafitte (Rouge)

TOP TEN FOR VALUE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
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94-96, Smith Haut Lafitte (Rouge)
94-95+, Château Les Carmes Haut Brion
95-97, Château Canon
96-98+, Château La Conseillante
94-95, Château Pontet Canet
93-95+, Château Léoville Barton
93-95, Château Petit Village
93-95, Château Pavie Macquin
92-94, Château Ferrière
92-94, Château Langoa Barton

I’ll repeat here what I wrote last year – the top
ten for value list is compiled using a highly
scientific process called “eye-balling”. I look
at the score, and what I thought of the wine, I
consider the likely price range, and I ask myself
“is this really great quality for the price?” I then
rank them via a careful amalgam of price and
emotion. Would I buy any of these wines for
myself? Yes, undoubtedly.

WEATHER, CHALLENGES AND
CHARACTER OF THE VINTAGE
2018 was a game of two halves. The first half
of the year was very wet, and then warm and
wet, and that meant mildew, lots and lots of
mildew and fighting against mildew all the time.
Some properties fared very badly from this.
At Château Palmer, ‘Jacques, who retired at
the end of last year after 40 years as vineyard
manager could not remember having ever seen
such incredibly favourable conditions for the
development of mildew in his entire career.’
Indeed, almost all the vintage bumpf issued
by châteaux for primeurs visitors for 2018 pay
homage to the men and women who worked
relentlessly through the spring and early
summer to save the crop. They read like tributes
to firefighters after a bush fire, or frontline
soldiers. It probably felt a bit like that. Those
who are fully organic or biodynamic were hit
hardest here. Some, like Palmer, were left with as
little as 11hl/ha.
The game-two-half anology is not exactly my
own idea. Both Veronique Sanders (Château
Haut-Bailly) and Jean-Philippe Delmas
(Châteaux La Mission / Haut-Brion, etc) point
to France’s win in the Football World Cup on
15th July as the deciding moment. Delmas: ‘At
6.45pm, France sealed their second World Cup
triumph, while outside the rain had come to a
halt. The winegrower celebrated this moment in
the presence of a clear sky. Little did he know
that it would stay that way until the harvest…’
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And so began a drought, and quite some
heat, that would test vilticultural decisions for
a second time, as well as the propensity of
the individual terroirs to deal with the lack of
further water. Ets. J-P Moueix wrote ‘The main
characteristic of this vintage is the 1,136 hours
of sunshine between June and September, a
notable record of the past fifty years.’ Edouard
Moueix told me he felt 2018 emphasized
terroir strength and terroir weakness – it is a
vintage of ‘extra’, of amplification. Those with
yields reduced by mildew faced the additional
challenge of keeping canopy and fruit in
balance, not to produce monsters.
The one point most producers seemed to
agree on was that the harvest conditions were
such that châteaux could take their time and
choose precisely the moment to pick each
parcel. Looking at harvest dates, we can see a
span often extending to one month even just
for the reds. Veronique Sanders dubbed 2018
the ‘Freedom’ vintage, for its ideal harvest
conditions that allowed for a ‘made to measure’
approach, plot by plot.
This was to prove a vintage with an atypically
high level of concentration: fruit density is high,
colours are deep, tannin levels are naturally
high, and alcohols seem to have achieved a ‘new
normal’ of 14~15%. Very little that tasted ripe
was also below 14% abv. Acidity levels are on
the low side.
Selection was key this year for two opposite
reasons: under-ripeness (I tasted some
greenness here and there, perhaps due to vines
shutting down during the drought), and overripeness (some Merlots were pushing 16% abv
prior to blending).
Perhaps more than any vintage I can recall in
recent times, extraction was also key. Due to
small berries with thick skins from the drought it
was easy to over-extract, and some – in my view
– did over-extract.
Top: Xavier Jean at Château Couvent des Jacobins.
Bottom: Visit at Château Le Gay.
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE VINTAGE,
AS SAMPLED
The 2018s – the ones I think didn’t work as well
as the ones I think did work – are all BIG wines.
This is not the ‘luncheon claret’ type year we
might recall from the ‘70s – ‘90s. 2018 just blows
all that out of the water. Almost all of the wines
showed really obvious alcohol – 14.5% is normal.
‘New normal’ perhaps because with climate
change we are going to see this a lot more often
I imagine. When in the 20th century was 14.5% a
fairly average alcohol level for a Bordeaux grand
vin?
2018 is also big on extract – even from those who
did a fine careful job with it. It’s a year naturally
laden with tannin. I think a number of châteaux
got things right all the way up to this point and
then over-extracted. Some of those might come
around, for some it will be decades of cellaring,
and for some I think it will never really work.
2018 is big on very ripe, sometimes roasted or
‘confit’ fruit. My wine trade friend Gilles Corre
dubbed 2018 “l’année du canelé” – there is so
much sweetness in so many of the wines.

Is this a good thing? It depends on your taste,
or perhaps, on the spectrum of your taste. If you
like big Napa Cabs, or just big generously-styled
wines in general, this is a year for you! If your
idea of a perfect Bordeaux year is 1978, look
elsewhere – the 2017s for instance.
But I do think there is a lot to enjoy here. Some of
the wines are amongst the most exciting I have
ever tasted, and I will dream about tasting them
again someday. Lafleur put me in a complete
headspin.
But you must understand that this is a BIGstyled year. Those who tried – I think – to push
hard against the style of 2018 I don’t think did
the best job either. You couldn’t really early-pick
your way out of it, because with thick skins, full
phenolic ripeness was critical. This was perhaps
more important than keeping sugars at bay. 2018
demanded you make a fairly big wine. Secondly,
read carefully any comments that I – or others –
have writen about tannins. Some wines are going
to take long-cellaring to show their potential.
Do you like the ripeness of 2009 or even 2003,
and are fine with the tannins of 2005? Keep
reading…

Canelés de Bordeaux
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A NOTE ON THE WHITES…
I think on the whole 2018 was a bit too hot and
dry to produce many knockouts. I think the
fresher style of 2017 was more successful.
Semillon in particular seemed to suffer, with low
acidity and a lack of lively flavour.
Low yields (due to mildew), but very dry summer
conditions made it hard for many to deliver
later-pick complexity (hang time was short),
moderate alcohol (these are generally high),
concentration, and freshness. ‘Freshness’ in the
reds often came from what the skins/tannins
could offer, rather than the inherent PH in the
juice. With whites, there’s nowhere to go here
– the vintage is simply laid bare. But, blending
decisions were still open. The best wines seemed
to be made from Sauvignon Blanc, or at least a
high proportion. At least in Bordeaux (unlike, say,
Mosel, or Burgundy), châteaux have at least two
grape varieties to play with (sometimes 3+), and
a second label (or selling off in bulk) available to
‘protect’ the grand vin label. There were, in the
end, successes in 2018. But I think on the retail
shelves and wine lists in future, personally I will be
looking for 2017s instead.

WHAT TO BUY OF THE 2018s,
EN PRIMEUR
Firstly, as I’ve ready stated, if you don’t like BIG
wines, you can probably skip 2018 altogether.
They are, as I’ve written, at one bookend of the
style spectrum Bordeaux is capable of, and this is
not to everyone’s taste.
But if you do like grand-scaled wines packed
with fruit, and you don’t mind elevated alcohol
levels (mostly above 14%), and have the patience
to wait an extended period for them to become
ready, there is plenty to buy here, including some
real stars. It’s a question of taste.
Is this one of the Right Bank, or Left Bank years
like 1998, or 1996? No, I don’t think so. When I
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look through my notes I can see that in the Right
Bank the wines with a healthy proportion of
Cabernets did well. Many growers I visited talked
about the Cabernets being critical to the balance
in the 2018s, and in some cases the proportion
of Cabernets in the grand vin relative to planting
ratios in the vineyard was higher in 2018.

Tasting at Château Les Carmes Haut-Brion.

In the Left Bank, I was particularly taken with
Les Carmes Haut-Brion who somehow achieved
full phenolic ripeness, plenty of the richness of
the 2018 style, but also admirably ‘low’ alcohol
at ‘only’ 13.75%. The Margaux commune was
a bit patchy and it was Ferrière that stole my
heart there. But the best address – as is so often
the case – seemed to be in the high-Cabernet
proportion gravelly communes of the northern
Médoc. Mouton often excels in the more funpacked vintages, and 2018 is no exception.
Léoville-Las Cases absolutely nailed it this year.
Of course, buying en primeur is also about laying
down your money long before you’ll take delivery
of the wine, and long long before you’ll consider
drinking any. It’s therefore for the most part
an economic decision. For that side of things I
recommend you read what’s on offer at Liv-ex.
com. But also look at current market prices for
the wine you are considering in back vintages
of comparable quality, and ask yourself - is the
discount for 2018 high enough to justify paying
right now?
But there are also more sentimental reasons to
buy en primeur – such as the birth of a son or
daughter, or if you got married for instance. In this
case the best of 2018 is an additional blessing
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because those that are balanced are also for
sure going to have the fruit stuffing and tannins
to be long-keepers – ideal for celebrations in the
decades to come. This will be a vintage to buy
large formats and then write them into your will!

A NOTE OF CAUTION

When we taste en primeur we are tasting wine
that has been made, but not finished. It still
has many months still to evolve in cask, before
bottling. Blends are made up by châteaux and
put into bottle especially for the trade and
journalists to taste. At some châteaux the final
blend is already made, though selection from
different coopers and the right proportion of
new and used barrels drawn to represent the
‘final blend’. At other châteaux the final blend
is not yet decided – they will wait to see how
each lot, and barrel progresses, so the blend
offered is a sort of guestimate. But in either

case, the wine can show quite differently from
different bottles and at different locations and
circumstances. As has been my practice each
year, when I have tasted a wine more than once
I include both tasting notes and scores. Usually
they are not too far apart, but sometimes they
can be. But I would prefer you to see that than
to pretend that an individual tasting note of an
infant wine is more definitive than the author
can ever hope it to be.

Château Ausone
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THE RATINGS
Château Clinet

Dry White Bordeaux

P.17

(96-98+)

P.17

(88-90?)

P.10

Château La Conseillante

Château Carbonnieux Blanc

(92-93)

P.10

Château L’Evangile

(91-92)

P.17

Les Champs Libres Blanc

(92-93)

P.10

Blason de L’Evangile

(89-91)

P.17

Domaine de Chevalier Blanc

(92-93)

P.10

Château Le Fleur-Pétrus

(91-93)

P.18

Château Cos d’Estournel Blanc

(92-94)

P.10

Château Le Gay

(93-95)

P.18

(89-91)

P.18

Aile d’Argent Blanc

Pagodes de Cos Blanc

(87-89)

P.10

Le Manoir de Gay

Domaine de Chevalier Blanc

(91-93)

P.11

Château La Grave

(90-91)

P.18

(87-88 /

P.11

Château Hosanna

(89-91)

P.18

(99-100)

P.20

Château de Fieuzal Blanc

Château Lafleur

89-90)
Château de France Blanc

(87-88)

P.11

Pensées de Lafleur

(93-95)

P.20

Le Blanc du Grand Village

(90-91)

P.11

Château Lafleur-Gazin

(87-88)

P.20

Château Haut-Brion Blanc

(93-94)

P.11

Château Lagrange

(86-87)

P.20

La Clarté de Haut-Brion Blanc

(87-88)

P.11

Château Latour à Pomerol

(92-93)

P.20

Les Arums de Lagrange Blanc

(90-91)

P.11

Château Montviel

(90-91)

P.21

(90-92+)

P.21

Château Larrivet Haut-Brion Blanc

(89-90)

P.12

Château Nénin

Château Latour Martillac Blanc

(90-91)

P.12

Fugue de Nénin

(88-89)

P.21

Château La Louvière Blanc

(88-89)

P.12

Château Plince

(84-86)

P.21

Blanc de Lynch-Bages

(86-87)

P.12

Château Petit Village

(93-95)

P.21

(89-91 /

P.12

Château Trotanoy

(94-96)

P.21

Vieux Château Certan

(97-100)

P.22

Château La Violette

(91-92+)

P.22

Château Malartic-Lagravière Blanc

90-91)
Réserve de Malartic-Lagravière Blanc

(88-89)

P.12

Château La Mission Haut-Brion Blanc

(89-91)

P.12

(89-90+? /

P.13

Château Pape-Clement Blanc

91-92)

St.-Émilion
Château Angélus

(93-95)

P.24

Clementin de Pape Clement Blanc

(91-92)

P.13

Carillon d’Angélus

(88-90)

P.24

Le Prélat de Pape-Clement Blanc

(90-91)

P.14

Château Ausone

(93-95+)

P.24

Pavillon Blanc

(89-91)

P.14

Chapelle d’Ausone

(91-92)

P.24

Château Smith Haut Lafitte Blanc

(93-94)

P.14

Château Beauséjour (Duffau-Lagarrosse)

(93-94)

P.24

Les Hauts de Smith Blanc

(91-92)

P.15

Château Bélair-Monange

(92-94)

P.24

Blanc Sec de Suduiraut

(85-86)

P.15

Château Berliquet

(90-91)

P.25

S de Suduiraut Blanc

(90-92)

P.15

Château Calicem

(92-93)

P.25

Château Canon

(95-97)

P.25

(92-93???)

P.26

(90-95?)

P.26

Petit Cheval

(87-88)

P.26

Château Clos de la Madeleine

(85-87)

P.26

(91-93+)

P.26

(91-92 )

P.26

Sauternes
Château Suduiraut

Château Canon-la-Gaffelière
(93-94)

P.15

Right Bank Satellites
Château Alcée

(86-88)

Château Cheval Blanc

P.16

Château La Clotte

Château de Bel-Air

(87-88)

P.16

Château Couvent des Jacobins

Château Grand Village

(91-92)

P.16

Château Figeac

(92-94+)

P.27

Les Perrières de Lafleur

(92-93)

P.16

Château Fonbel

(92-93)

P.27

Château La Prade

(88-90)

P.16

Château Haut-Simard

(89-91?)

P.27

Château Puygueraud

(87-88)

P.16

Château Larcis-Ducasse

(92-93)

P.27

(90-92??)

P.28

Château Moulin St.-Georges

(91-93)

P.28

Château Pavie Macquin

(93-95)

P.28

Château La Mondotte

Pomerol

P.7

(92-94)

Château Bourgneuf

(86-87)

P.17

Château Certan de May

(94-96)

P.17
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Château Pindefleurs

(92-93)

P.28

Château Puy-Blanquet

(90-91)

P.28

Château Quinault-L’Enclos

(91-92)

P.29

Château Quintus

(89-91)

P.29

Dragon de Quintus

(86-87)

P.29

St.-Émilion

(85-86)

P.30

Château La Serre

(86-87)

P.30

Château Simard

(89-91?)

P.30

Château Troplong Mondot

(90-92?)

P.30

(89-90)

P.31

Mondot

Graves / Pessac-Léognan
Château Carbonnieux
Château Les Carmes Haut-Brion

Le C de Carmes Haut-Brion
Domaine de Chevalier
Château de Fieuzal

(90-91)

P.31

(93-95 /

P.39

Blason d’Issan

(87-89)

P.39

Château Kirwan

(88-89)

P.39

(86-87? /

P.40

Château Labegorce

90-91)
Château Lascombes

(85-86?)

P.40

Château Malescot Saint-Exupery

(91-93)

P.40

Château Margaux

(92-94)

P.40

Pavillon Rouge

(90-91)

P.40

Château Marquis d’Alesme

(91-92)

P.40

Château Marquis de Terme

(89-90)

P.42

Château Monbrison

(84-85)

P.42

Château Palmer

(93-95)

P.42

Prieuré-Lichine

(85-86)

P.42

Château Rauzan-Gassies

(79-82)

P.42

P.31

Château Rauzan Ségla

(92-94)

P.43

(89-90)

P.31

Château Siran

(88-90)

P.43

(90-91)

P.31

Château du Tertre

(86-88?)

P.43

(89-91 /

P.32

Château Beychevelle

(93-95)

P.44

Château Branaire-Ducru

(88-89)

P.44

(92-94+?)

P.44

(87-89)

P.44

Château Haut-Bailly

(93-94)

P.33

Château Haut-Bailly II

(90-91)

P.33

Château Haut-Brion

(92-94)

P.33

Le Clarence de Haut-Brion

(90-91)

P.33

(89-91 /

P.35

88-90?)
Réserve de Malartic

(87-89)

P.35

Château La Mission Haut-Brion

(94-96)

P.36

La Chapelle de La Mission Haut-Brion

(91-92)

P.36

Château Le Pape

(89-91)

P.36

(90-91?)

P.36

Le Prélat de Pape-Clement

(86-87)

P.36

Clementin de Pape-Clement

(85-86)

P.36

Château Smith Haut Lafitte

(94-96)

P.37

Thil de Smith Haut Lafitte

(90-91)

P.37

Château Pape-Clement

(92-94)

94-95+)

90-92+)

Château Malartic-Lagravière

Château d’Issan

Médoc / Haut-Médoc / Listrac-Médoc
Château Potensac

(89-90)

P.38

Chapelle de Potensac

(88-89)

P.38

St.-Julien

Château Ducru-Beaucaillou
Château Lalande-Borie
Croix Beaucaillou

(87-88)

P.44

Château du Glana

(90-91)

P.44

Château Gruaud Larose

(90-91)

P.44

(91-93+ /

P.45

Château Lagrange

92-94)
Château Langoa Barton

(92-94)

P.45

Les Fiefs de Lagrange

(91-93)

P.45

(93-95+)

P.45

Château Léoville-Las Cases

(95-97)

P.45

Le Petit Lion du Marquis de Las Cases

(89-90)

P.46

Clos du Marquis

(90-91)

P.46

Château Léoville Poyferré

(91-92)

P.46

Château Talbot

(91-92)

P.46

Château d’Armailhac

(91-92)

P.47

Château Batailley

(88-90)

P.47

Château Bellegrave

(90-91)

P.47

Château Clerc Milon

(91-92)

P.47

Château Duhart-Milon

(90-91)

P.47

Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste

(92-94 /

P.47

Château Léoville Barton

Pauillac
Margaux

P.8

Château Brane-Cantenac

(88-89?)

P.38

Château Cantenac-Brown

(86-87+)

P.38

Château Dauzac

(92-94)

P.38

Château Desmirail

(87-88)

P.38

Château Durforts Vivens

(91-93)

P.39

Château Ferrière

(92-94)

P.39

Château Giscours

(88-89)

P.39

Château La Gurgue

(88-89)

P.39

92-93)
Lacoste-Borie

(90-91)

P.48

Château Haut-Bages-Liberal

(91-93)

P.48

Château Haut-Batailley

(88-89)

P.48
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Château Lafite-Rothschild

(92-93)

P.48

Carruades de Lafite

(90-91)

P.48

Château Latour

(94-95)

P.51

Les Forts de Latour

(93-94)

P.51

Pauillac

(87-88)

P.51

(86-88? /

P.52

Château Lynch-Bages

87-92?)
Echo de Lynch-Bages

(84-85)

P.52

Château Mouton-Rothschild

(95-96)

P.52

Château Petit Mouton

(91-92)

P.52

Château Pibran

(89-91)

P.52

(92-94 /

P.54

Château Pichon Longueville Comtesse de
Lalande

92-93)

Réserve de la Comtesse

(90-91)

Château Pichon Longueville Baron

P.54

(93-94 /
93-94+)

P.54

(91-92+)

P.54

Les Tourelles de Longueville

(90-91)

P.56

Château Pontet-Canet

(94-95)

P.56

Château Calon Ségur

(92-93)

P.57

Le Marquis de Calon Ségur

(86-87)

P.57

Les Griffons de Pichon Baron

St.-Estephe

Château Capbern

(91-92)

P.57

Château Cos d’Estournel

(92-94)

P.57

Pagodes de Cos

(89-90)

P.57

Goulée by Cos d’Estournel

(90-91)

P.58

Château Lilian Ladouys

(85-86)

P.58

Château Ormes de Pez

(90-91)

P.58

Château Pédesclaux

(88-89)

P.58

Château de Pez

(87-88)

P.59

Château Phélan Ségur

(88-90)

P.59

Château Tronquoy Lalande
Château Montrose
La Dame de Montrose

P.9

(92-93)

P.59

(93-95+)

P.59

(91-92)

P.59

Tasting at Château Lafite-Rothschild
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2018 Aile d’Argent Blanc (a white of Château Mouton-Rothschild, Pauillac)

88-90?

55% Sauvignon Blanc, 45% Semillon
Tasted at Château Mouton-Rothschild, 1/04/19
Pale; super passionfruit, lots of mango and coconut-vanilla this year – very sweet and exotic, a touch
of mint – like a tropical cocktail!; tauter on the palate than the nose suggests, quite juicy in fact, with a
grassy note that keeps it refreshing. There is, however, also a lean acid note down the sides of the palate
suggesting an under-ripe component. Quite a mix then. Will this settle down and offer more harmony
after bottling?

2018 Château Carbonnieux Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

92-93

Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
Very bright and fragrant, some blackcurrant, lemon, pear; plump, juicy and well-balanced on the palate,
stylish and with flavour that pushes to a long finish. An opulent Carbonnieux, nicely done.

2018 Les Champs Libres Blanc (Fronsac - dry white of Château

92-93

Grand Village/ Château Lafleur)
100% Sauvignon Blanc (3rd – 6th Sept). Deep clay. The vines are a Sancerre clone.
Tasted at Château Lafleur, 05/04/19
Super fine rose nose – fresh and floral, musky; very fine-textured, juicy and creamy with a lot of fine
flavour, creamy oak dovetails well, there is both richness and tension. This is a wine to pay attention to

2018 Domaine de Chevalier Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

92-93

Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
A creamy, spicy, vanilla-edged nose, some lemongrass-like top notes; taut, focused, with good
concentration and depth, nice layering, energy. A very good, zesty Chevalier.

2018 Château Cos d’Estournel Blanc (a 1st white wine by Château

92-94

Cos d’Estournel)
67% Sauvignon Blanc, 33%
Semillon, 13.88% ABV, 4.6 TA, 3.07 PH, 7% new barrels
Tasted at Château Cos d’Estournel, 1/04/19
Pale; fine nose, creamy and detailed, melon, passionfruit and fine vanillin oak, freshness on the nose;
good depth on the palate, concentrated yet focused, fine, this has great equilibrium, a luxuriant
creaminess of texture. Very good Cos Blanc.

2018 Pagodes de Cos Blanc (a 2nd white wine by Château Cos

87-89

d’Estournel
93% Sauvignon Blanc, 7% Semillon
13.71% ABV, 4.6 TA, 3.06 PH, 3% new barrels
Tasted at Château Cos d’Estournel, 1/04/19
New label, and there is no more Goulée Blanc.
Pale; fresh crunchy nose, melon, gooseberry and herbs; juicy on the palate with nice intensity, some
phenolic grip, really tangy feel, cool and crunchy.
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2018 Domaine de Chevalier Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

91-93

Tasted at Domaine de Chevalier, 02/04/19
Lovely nose, tropical fruits – especially banana, with a touch of mango and coconut cream; ripe,
concentrated and creamy on the palate, nice grip. Warm finish

2018 Château de Fieuzal Blanc (Graves)

87-88

Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
A creamy nose of ripe yellow banana and spice; bold with a soft middle, firms up on the finish.

89-90

Tasted at Château de Fieuzal, 02/04/19

Low key soft ripe nose; creamy, full on the palate, spicy, the feel of a big-style Meursault in the mouth.
Just enough acidity to make it work. Good.

2018 Château de France Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

87-88

Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
Tropical fruit salad nose; simple, bold, juicy, a touch of mandarin, tropical fruits. Good.

2018 Le Blanc du Grand Village (Fronsac - dry white of Château
Grand Village/ Château Lafleur)

90-91

75% Sauvignon Blanc (3rd – 6th Sept), 25% Semillon (31 Aug – 4 Sept)
Tasted at Château Lafleur, 05/04/19
st

th

Fresh and musky on the nose, with some florals, a little bit of reduction; rich, peachy on attack and then
juicy and fine-textured with good phenolic grip.

2018 Château Haut-Brion Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

93-94

80.6% Sauvignon, 19.4% Semillon, 14.4% abv, picked 27th Aug to 5th Sept.
Tasted at Château La Mission Haut-Brion, 02/04/19
Light colour; super enticing nose, really fragrant and complex, spicy, juicy, creamy, with mint, spices and
tropical notes as well as cooler ones – lovely nose; oh, this is delicious ! There’s no getting around the
bold alcohol which you feel, but there is Odalisque flesh here to wrap it up. Layers of flavour and very
good length, well-balanced, with sufficient freshness. This is superb Haut-Brion Blanc for those who like
the larger-scaled versions.

2018 La Clarté de Haut-Brion Blanc (a 2nd white wine of Châteaux
Haut-Brion, and La Mission Haut-Brion)

87-88

79.2% Semillon, 20.8% Sauvignon, 13.8% abv, picked 27 Aug to 5 Sept
Tasted at Château La Mission Haut-Brion, 02/04/19
th

th

Green-gold; slightly singed nose, melon and vanilla, low key; full and creamy, a little ponderous, a bit
heavy, will offer a gourmand sort of experience for quick early drinking immediately after release I feel.

2018 Les Arums de Lagrange Blanc (white wine of Château Lagrange,

90-91

St.-Julien)
60% Sauvignon Blanc, 20% Sauvignon Gris, 20% Semillon
Tasted at Château Lagrange, 04/04/19
Aromatic, fragrant, floral nose; round tangy and juicy on the palate, great texture and a lovely tangy and
very round finish. Nicely balanced, fleshy style. Very good.

P.11

THE FINE WINE EXPERIENCE | Shop A, 165-166 Connaught Road West, Hong Kong
Office:+852 2803 0753 | Email: sales@finewineexperience.com | Website: www.finewineexperience.com

BORDEAUX 2018 - EN PRIMEUR REPORT

2018 Château Larrivet Haut-Brion Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

THE WHITES

89-90

Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
Zesty nose, tropical, passionfruit, mango, papaya - !; juicy attack, ripe, this turns a bit heavy toward the
finish, but the mid-palate is really good.

2018 Château Latour Martillac Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

90-91

Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
A cool, grassy, crisp sort of nose; both juicy and bold on the palate, chalky-textured, this is very good.

2018 Château La Louviere Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

88-89

Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
A musky, grassy nose; juicy and tangy with good acidity in a direct style.

2018 Blanc de Lynch-Bages (white wine of Château Lynch-Bages,
Pauillac)

86-87

59% Sauvignon Blanc, 21% Semillon, 20% Muscadelle
13.1% ABV, 3.08 PH, 6 months in 50% new oak, on lees
Tasted at Château Ormes de Pez, 1/04/19
Pale; sweet onions on the nose; light, juicy, crunchy sort of wine, lacks a bit of fat or concentration, not
very interesting, but for sure this is refreshing, and perfectly decent.

2018 Château Malartic-Lagravière Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

89-91

90% Sauvignon (10~19/9), 10% Semillon (20~24/9), 36hl/ha
Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
Ripe melony nose; creamy, tangy-zesty, a touch of mango, especially at the end.
Tasted at Château Malartic-Lagravière, 02/04/19

90-91

Sweet white peach nose, melon and white flowers; good intensity on the palate, zesty, juicy and more
focused than the Réserve de Malartic, good density. Nice freshness – this is refreshing to drink. A
good solid white.

2018 Réserve de Malartic-Lagravière Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

88-89

80% Sauvignon (10~19/9), 20% Semillon (20~24/9), 36hl/ha
Tasted at Château Malartic-Lagravière, 02/04/19
Quite fresh, refreshing zingy nose; bold and ripe, with nice acidity to provide balance, rounded feel,
melon and spice. Buxom yet zingy. Nice Sauvignon zest and musk coming through.

2018 Château La Mission Haut-Brion Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

89-91

57.4% Sauvignon, 42.6% Semillon, 14% abv, picked 27th Aug to 5th Sept
Tasted at Château La Mission Haut-Brion, 02/04/19
Pale; a fresh creamy-heathery sort of nose; bold on the palate, full-bodied with good concentration, a
crunchy-capsicum like note sits subtly to the side, but the main thrust here is full-bodied, gently juicy
white. A bit one-dimensional, but well-made.
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2018 Château Pape-Clement Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

89-90+?

Tasted at Château Pape Clement, 2/04/19
Low key creamy, spicy, zesty nose with a touch of passionfruit; some lovely fruit here, but also an
enormous amount of French oak vanilla flavour and texture, with a level of oak phenolics that dries the
finish considerably. There is, to be sure, good concentration, and high quality fruit here, there is some
alcoholic heat too. It’s hard to know where this is going and whether the oakiness will resolve in time – I’m
just not sure because of the role of the high alcohol. The ice-bucket-cold serving temperature dialed
up the freshness and down the alcohol, but it also accentuated the very forthright oakiness here. I have
more confidence in the success of both of the 2nd wines, so would suggest caution buying this one en
primeur.
Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux,
02/04/19

91-92

Low key spicy nose; tropical fruit, low key, oaky, a warmer sample here showing more depth. Good
concentration.

2018 Clementin de Pape Clement Blanc (a 2nd white wine of
Château Pape-Clement)

91-92

Tasted at Château Pape Clement, 2/04/19
A fragrant, musky, grapey nose, fresh and vibrant; juicy, round, with good concentration and phenolics,
the oak element well-integrated, though stylistically present. Good energy, richness, very good quality,
with a touch of mint at the end.

Left: 2018 Blanc de Lynch-Bages. Right: 2018 Château Pape-Clement Blanc
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2018 Le Prélat de Pape-Clement Blanc

(a 2nd white wine of

Château Pape-Clement)

90-91

Tasted at Château Pape Clement, 2/04/19
Pungent sauvignon and melon nose, zingy and enticing in aroma, there’s also a spice note like
sandalwood, and some lemongrass too; bold on the palate, juicy and creamy, quite an ample middle
to this, juicy on the attack and at the finish, this has lots of appeal. This ice-bucket-cold serving
temperature of this sample masked the touch of heat present here too, but there is some.

2018 Pavillon Blanc (a white wine of Château Margaux, Margaux)

89-91

Tasted at Château Margaux, 1/04/19
White plums, some cream, zest and small white flowers on the nose; creamy, zesty, tangy, with oranges
and a touch of passionfruit on the palate. Not very penetrating in flavour – at least in comparison to the
expectation set by recent vintages of this wine. Well balanced, but missing the wow. Very nice though.

2018 Château Smith-Haut-Lafitte Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

93-94

90% Sauvignon Blanc, 5% Semillon, 5% Sauvignon Gris, 50% new oak
Tasted at Château Smith-Haut-Lafitte, 02/04/19
Creamy, ripe nose; quite full on the palate, very round, lush, with good density and intensity; there’s good
freshness, and some cut here giving it form. There’s real depth here, though, with a honeyed, sultry more
lazy sort of feel than the high energy explosive ’17 delivered. Very good expression of 2018 for white.

2018 Pavillon Blanc at Château Margaux
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2018 Les Hauts de Smith Blanc (Pessac-Léognan)

THE WHITES

91-92

100% Sauvignon Blanc, 50% new oak
Tasted at Château Smith-Haut-Lafitte, 02/04/19
Fresh ripe melon and citrus nose, some tangy-nutty notes, florals; nice attack, some intensity and
concentration and form, a broad-textured middle, a hint of warmth on the finish, but the natural
concentration shows up again at the end with good intensity of flavour. A really superb wine, especially
at the 2nd label level.

2018 Blanc Sec de Suduiraut (a 2nd dry white wine by Château
Suduiraut, Sauternes)

85-86

53% Semillon, 47% Sauvignon Blanc, 14% abv, 3.8 TA, 5% new oak.
Tasted at Château Pichon-Longueville Baron, 04/04/19
Pale green; fragrant nose, juicy; a bit shrill, short, but clean and okay

2018 S de Suduiraut Blanc (a 1st dry wine of Château Suduiraut, Sauternes)

90-92

60% Semillon, 40% Sauvignon Blanc, 14.5% abv, 3.67 TA, 15% new oak.
Tasted at Château Pichon-Longueville Baron, 04/04/19
Ripe melon and a touch of stone fruit on the nose; juicy and ripe with good concentration, turning to
citrus and stone fruit at the end. Creamy and delicious.

SAUTERNES
As you can see I didn’t taste Sauternes this year – I seldom get to squeeze it into my visit despite a real
appreciation for it. It’s also terrific value. It doesn’t seem to be much of a priority of our primarily Hong
Kong audience however. I did taste one however… and I loved it…

2018 Château Suduiraut

93-94

100% Semillon and only 5hl/ha (!) this year due to mildew. 3.8 TA, 13.8% abv, 125g/l RS
Tasted at Château Pichon-Longueville Baron, 04/04/19
Full gold; sweet apricots and wax on the nose, ripe, fresh and spicy; round and soft on the palate, creamy
and waxy in texture and taste, lovely marmalade-like flavour – Seville orange Oxford marmalade on the
finish. Sublime – this has a more old school Sauternes taste (and weight), and will be delicious early.
Indeed, at just 5hl/ha you may have to buy this en primeur if you want any.

THE REDS…
‘The spring and early summer of 2018 were among the most difficult that we have ever had to face. All
weather conditions seemed to be perfectly aligned for a devastating and prolonged attack of mildew.’
However, an ‘exceptionally prolonged period of very good weather at the end of the season’ led to red
wines ‘in the Médoc and in Pomerol [that] are among the finest that we have known, intense, powerful
and concentrated, with great balance, finesse and purity.’ – Christian Seely (Châteaux Petit-Village,
Pichon-Baron)
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RIGHT BANK SATELLITES
2018 Château Alcée (Castillon – Côtes de Bordeaux)

86-88

95% Merlot (25/9, 3/10), 4% Cabernet Franc (3/10), 25hl/ha
Tasted at Château Pavie Macquin, 03/04/19
Glossy opaque; very rich fruit compote nose, some lift; fresh fruit, quite firm, quite firmly extracted, lots
of fleshiness, some vanillin oak, fruity, very very firm.

2018 Château de Bel-Air (Lalande-de-Pomerol)

87-88

73% Merlot, 19% Cabernet Franc, 8% Cabernet Sauvignon
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Semi-opaque, full ruby; sweet, a bit high-toned on the nose, masking other elements; good
concentration and dark fruit, a touch candied, singed, quite tannic – though not over-extracted. Slightly
dull candied finish.

2018 Château Grand Village

91-92

(Fronsac)

78% Merlot (24~28 Sept), 22% Bouchet (Cab. Franc, 5~6 Oct)
Tasted at Château Lafleur, 05/04/19
A super-scented cherry nose, quite perfumed; sweet, juicy-fresh, liquorious cherry and kirsch flavour,
lively, super-supple, warm, delicious.

2018 Les Perrières de Lafleur

92 -93

(Fronsac)

51% Bouchet (Cab. Franc, 6 Oct), 49% Merlot (25 , 27 Sept)
Tasted at Château Lafleur, 05/04/19
th

th

th

Semi-opaque, fine colour; sweet and perfumed on the nose, cooked fruits, really fragrant; sweet, very
juicy, like a lush black cherry, very pure, packed with flavour, lively, energetic, lush-fruited. Delicious.

2018 Château La Prade (Francs – Côtes de Bordeaux)

88-90

88% Merlot (25/9~4/10), 12% Cabernet Franc (5/10), 31hl/ha
Tasted at Château Pavie Macquin, 03/04/19
Deep opaque purple; sweet, juicy dark berries and black cherries, nice sweet freshness too; sweet black
fruit on the palate, some juiciness, quite some grip, ripe but firm, stays juicy, fruity and fragrant on the
moderate finish.

2018 Château Puygueraud (Francs – Côtes de Bordeaux)

87-88

85% Merlot (24/9~5/10), 12% Cabernet Franc (5, 9/10), 3% Malbec (1/10), 42hl/ha
Tasted at Château Pavie Macquin, 03/04/19
Mid glossy purple; juicy, fresh nose, ripe fruit; rich berry pudding palate, some vanilla and toastiness, firm
grip at the end.
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POMEROL
2018 Château Bourgneuf

86-87

80% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Fran
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Semi-opaque; sweet with high-register candied fruit, licorice all-sorts (sweet, soft candies), vanilla
creme-pattiserie; sweet, chewy, very noticeably high in alcohol, there’s sweetness in spades here, but
the imbalance between high alcohol and low acidity over-emphasizes the candied sweetness of the fruit.
Good concentration of fruit, and the tannins, though abundant, are lightly extracted.

2018 Château Certan de May

94-96

70% Merlot, 25% Cabernet Franc, 5% Cabernet Sauvignon
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Semi-opaque; fragrant, super-delicious fresh-cooked black plums, licorice, wet stones and spices on the
nose; gorgeous super-seductive fruit, amazing natural concentration, this has a juicy lively taste, plenty
of energy, and utterly seductive fruit. There’s also a layered feel, absolutely silky tannins. The alcohol is
clearly highly present, but it fits with the hedonism here, and the liveliness, the freshness keeps it on keel.
A standout year for Château Certan de May.

2018 Château Clinet

92-94

85% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Sauvignon, 38hl/ha, 14.5% abv, 75% new barrels
Merlot picked 19, 20, 24, 25, 26, 27 Sept and 2nd Oct; Cabernet picked 5th October
Tasted at Château Clinet, 03/04/19
Sweet dark fruit, candy, jam, dark chocolate and spices; intense, round, ripe, really supple, there’s a note
of cinnamon, dark fruit jelly, there’s plenty of structure but the tannins are supple and fine. Really spicy
cinnamon and vanilla on the expressive long finish. Very good.

2018 Château La Conseillante

96-98+

83% Merlot, 17% Cabernet Franc, 14% abv, 32hl/ha, 3.65 PH, 3.3% TA, 95 IPT
Picked – Merlot 19th Sept – 1st Oct; Cabernet Franc, 4th Oct.
Tasted at Château La Conseillante, 03/04/19
A full dense colour; lovely ripe nose, quite scented fruit expression, some mineral notes; amazing
concentration on the palate, yet it melts completely. Essency with a succulent lively feel. Harmonious,
seductive, this is very well-balanced, with a long finish. A very grand yet energetic La Conseillante, perhaps
one of their best. It is knock your socks off. The structure, supple texture and sheer depth combine to
make this feel immortal. Landmark La Conseillante, and one of the best wines tasted this week.

2017 Château L’Evangile

91-92

Tasted at Château L’Evangile, 03/04/19
Lovely sweet fruit and dark melting chocolate nose, actually a little Amarone-like, lifted too; big, thick, rich
heady wine on the palate, with warmth, supple tannin and moderate energy. Just a bit hot.

2018 Blason de L’Evangile (a 2nd wine of Château L’Evangile)

89-91

Tasted at Château L’Evangile, 03/04/19
Sweet scented nose, a touch of coffee; supple, dark berry and cocoa/espresso, good succulence, silky
smooth. Nice.
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2018 Château Le Fleur-Pétrus

POMEROL

91-93

91% Merlot, 6% Cabernet Franc, 3% Petit Verdot
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Deep, semi-opaque; rich fruitcake nose, loaded with exotic spices and licorice; lush on the palate, fruitladen, plenty of glycerin and alcohol, rich, brooding and dark, there is also a cooler streak that I think stays
the right side of ripe. Fully-loaded, on-the-edge La Fleur-Pétrus, that works.

2018 Château Le Gay

93-95

90% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc, 35hl/ha, 14.5% abv, 100% new barrel fermentation « micro-vinif »
Picked 19th Sept to 3rd Oct.
Tasted at Château Le Gay, 03/04/19
Full colour; sweet confiture, lovely dark berry fruit, but this is quite reserved on the nose after the Montviel
and the Manoir; ripe, succulent, loaded with fruit, very round texture, well-balanced, unctuous, moelleux
and seductively fruity. Bold, generous, heady Pomerol, and a success.

2018 Le Manoir de Gay (a 2nd wine of Château Le Gay)

89-91

100% Merlot (average 15y.o. vines), 39hl/ha, 14% abv, 1 year-old barrels
Picked 19th Sept to 4th Oct.
Tasted at Château Le Gay, 03/04/19
Sweet, quite fragrant, open and scented nose; moderate weight, juicy, quite oaky in expression, with an
element of resin/intense oak extract that comes through quite prominently on the finish. Supple texture
however, and nice fruit.

2018 Château La Grave

90-91

85% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Semi-opaque; a fresh sweet aroma, ripe berries with a touch of spice and vanilla, a fresh expression, sweet
and appealing, a hint of licorice; on the palate this is fleshy, sweet, opulent, with sufficient freshness, an
exotic mineral truffley element contributes complexity and adds to the appetising appeal here. There is
also a cooler, crunchier just-ripe element that pops up only at the end – bang on the edge of phenolic
ripeness. I think this all works. Nice wine.

2018 Château Hosanna

89-91

70% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Semi-opaque; rich, fruitcake and sweet dark cherry on the nose, together with a cool, crunchy, capsicumlike note; fleshy, ripe, concentrated, juicy, with a cool capsicum-like element. The tannins here give some
grip, but are fairly smooth. It kind of works, but I think the green element may expand its presence as this
ages. For earlier drinking, however, this offers plenty of delicious fruit and dimension.
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POMEROL

Tasting with Marielle Cazaux at Château La Conseillante.
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2018 Château Lafleur

POMEROL

99-100

54% Bouchet (Cab. Franc, 1st and 4th Oct), 46% Merlot (12th and 15th Sept).
Tasted at Château Lafleur, 05/04/19
Fairly opaque; a grand aroma, dark fruit, spices, airy, wild aromas, spicy – a dramatic nose; just extraordinary
on the palate, intense concentration, incredible complexity, power, yet real finesse here too. The tannins
are completely covered by essense, and for all that it dances on the palate, playing with you, teasing.
This is lively, effortless even though the IPT must be high, but you cannot find the tannins. This is just
extraordinary! An incredible wine and it is hard to imagine it ever being less than 100 points – it is seemingly
perfect now, an archetype – but we must see it again in bottle. Nonetheless, one of the best barrel samples
I have ever had the privilege to experience, and so if you can secure some, do so.

2018 Pensées de Lafleur (a 2nd wine of Château Lafleur)

93-95

54% Bouchet (Cab. Franc, 4th Oct), 46% Merlot (21st Sept).
Tasted at Château Lafleur, 05/04/19
Semi-clear; fresh, cool aromatics, ripe fruit, a complex nose; sweet with black fruit, plenty of spices, silky
tannins, a touch of coffee and licorice, good concentration, warm alcohol, a cool element too. This is
complex, seriously fine and a grand Pomerol in its own right. Real concentration, intensity and length.
Grand vin – indeed this is not a “2nd wine” – i.e. young vines or second class casks; rather it is a dedicated
wine from a particular more humid terroir within the Lafleur estate.

2018 Château Lafleur-Gazin

87-88

100% Merlot.
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Semi-opaque; a ripe, fruity nose, some cedar, some spices and some cooler, more herbal-fresh elements
make up the complex and expressive nose; fleshy and full on the palate, cooked dark plums and berries,
there is a hint of tar, there is also a distinctly cool, slightly vegetal note which also comes through in the
slightly bitter, gently extracted finish. There’s a lot going on here and on balance I think it works, but the
combination of slightly elevated alcohol and a green streak will mean earlier drinking ‘on fruit’ is advised.

2018 Château Lagrange

86-87

100% Merlot.
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Bright mid-depth ruby; a super surprising nose – ripe, fragrant rhubarb and English gooseberries, nettles,
and plums; the red/black fruit comes through more on the palate, natural concentration of palate-coating
fruit, plums and even a touch of fruitcake, but aromatically on the palate it follows the nose – gooseberry,
nettle, and then right at the lightly-extracted finish a more distinctly unripe element. This could actually be
refreshing while young, and served a little cool, but the unripe element doesn’t bode well for longer ageing.

2018 Château Latour à Pomerol

92-93

100% Merlot.
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Opaque; ripe, fresh, spicy nose, some florals, a touch high-toned; oh! – the fruit here is so seductively
delicious, super dark, the leading flavour element is actually licorice more than the dark berry compote
attending with it. Tannins are super ripe and velvety and very present. Acidity is quite low and alcohol is
obviously high, but the whole package succeeds because of the exotic exuberance and sheer concentration
of delicious fruit. More Priorat the Quai de Priourat, but it works! You will need to be in the mood to party
more than dine, but if so this is your wine.
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2018 Château Montviel

90-91

80% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc, 14.5% abv, 100% new barrels fermentation « micro vinif »
Picked 19th Sept to 3rd Oct
Tasted at Château Le Gay, 03/04/19
Intense nose of sweet, small cherries and something brooding and tarry; plump, round, soft, with ripe
cherry, there’s a slight oxidative sort of note – it’s small, but distinct. Easy, sweet, open style, that I think
will be for early drinking.

2018 Château Nénin

90-92+

63% Merlot, 37% Cabernet Franc, 14.6% abv, 45% new oak, 3.27 TA, 3.64 PH, 75 IPT, 33.8hl/ha
Tasted at Château Nénin, 03/04/19
Deep colour; ripe fruit with vanillin-oak on the nose; tight feel on the palate with plenty of supple fruit,
fine-grained tannins, prominent vanillin-oak, good concentration and a creamy middle, a touch of warmth
at the end. This is quite serious Nénin, and well made. There’s a nice fruity freshness to it. If the oak fully
dovetails in, this may indeed reveal higher potential still.

2018 Fugue de Nénin (a 2nd wine of Château Nénin)

88-89

88% Merlot, 12% Cabernet Franc, 14.4% abv, 25% new oak, 3.38 TA, 3.6 PH, 68 IPT, 33.8hl/ha
Tasted at Château Nénin, 03/04/19
Mid-deep colour; sweet and fruity nose; really ripe fruit but with good juiciness, a touch of greengage
apple at the finish, though the tannins are soft, chewiness and cooked plums at the end. Good.

2018 Château Plince

84-86

79% Merlot, 21% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Semi-opaque; candy-sweet nose with a spicy vanillin oak component sitting high in the aromatic register;
fairly lush, warm, very ripe and with an intensely oaky vanillin-cooked sugar-like taste that is a bit cloying.
Warm finish, with ripe tannins. Lacks aromatic lift.

2018 Château Petit Village

93-95

72% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc, 8% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% new oak. 23hl/ha (average is 35hl/ha)
Tasted at Château Petit Village, 05/04/19
Deep, semi-opaque ruby; ripe dark berry and sweet fruitcake nose, ripe but with some freshness, some
florals; ripe dark fruit on the palate, an attractive spectrum of flavours, coffee, plum, dark cherry and floral
notes, a gentle chewiness to the tannins. This is a layered Petit Village, stylish, unctuous, delicious, rich
and opulent but fresh, with a long-flavoured finish. On form.

2018 Château Trotanoy

94-96

90% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Deep, opaque; wow! – what a great nose, this has Trotany’s normal low-key, slightly reticent sense at first,
but with a bit of prompting in the glass there is an essency level boysenberry fruit expression, sweet
and airy with Asian spices, sandalwood, vanilla pod, it’s ripe and rich, but fresh and super-sophisticated;
lush on the attack, rich, opulent, immense fruit extract, noticeably warm alcohol and low acidty, but the
fruit feels so heady and the wine is lively, a touch of espresso at the end – this has an immense finish.
Immensely ripe and tannic Trotanoy. Phenolics seem perfect. It’s more hot-style expression won’t appeal
to all, but it does have the stuffing to match – it’s all concentration rather than extraction – and it is complex
and sophisticated.
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2018 Vieux Château Certan

POMEROL

97-100

70% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Franc, 14.4% abv, 40hl/ha, 3.78 PH, IPT 77
Picking – 19th, 24th, 25th, 26th Sept, 1st~9th Oct.
Tasted at Vieux Château Certan, 03/04/19
Full colour; super fragrance, really aromatic, intense, detailed nose, powdered violets, and spices, mineral
notes; lush, intense, solid but fresh on the palate, essency concentration, but there is also finesse, real
complexity and aromatics all through. A long haul great VCC – this is truly a masterpiece.

2018 Château La Violette

91-92+

100% Merlot (50y.o. vines), 14% abv, 25hl/ha, 100% fermented in new barrels « micro vinif »
Picked 24th – 28th Sept.
Tasted at Château Le Gay, 03/04/19
Heady nose of blackberry jam, licorice and fine dark chocolate, perfumed with a vanilla-tone; intense
flavour, very sweet, candied fruit, a slightly resinous note, melting soft tannins, oak component is intense,
but the texture is very supple. Rich, gourmand La Violette.

Barrels at Château La .Violette
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ST.-ÉMILION

Tasting with Alexandre Thienpont at Vieux Château Certan.
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2018 Château Angélus

93-95

65% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Franc, 100% new oak (barriques and foudres)
Tasted at Château Angélus, 03/04/19
Ripe, sweet fruit, vanillin oak and spices on the nose; bold, supple, mouth-coating, very fine fruit, sweet,
low in acidity, but with a healthy fresh taste, warm alcohol, real intensity of flavour, straight, direct, cocoacoated, fine-textured, moelleux. This works. Power here but with real depth, and a subtly chocolaty tone.
Very nicely managed Angélus in a big year.

2018 Carillon d’Angélus

88-90

85% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Château Angélus, 03/04/19
Glossy ruby; a low key fruity fragrance; soft candied fruit, up front, soft and pleasant, with moderate length,
gentle extraction, good fruit, there’s some heat, but it is fruity and rich enough to balance this. Good Carillon.

2018 Château Ausone

93-95+

Tasted at Château Ausone, 03/04/19
Fairly opaque; very ripe, very sweet fruit nose, very clean and very fragrant, lots of new oak; very, very intense
on the palate, impressively pure, powerful, essency depth and intensity. There is for sure a lot of tannic grip
here and a lot of oak taste and some oak texture, but there is also immense concentration, and overall it does
feel balanced, if formidable. I think this may play out extremely well (higher than my score might indicate), and
some day become a legendary Ausone in fact, but that will be a generation or more away in cellaring.

2018 Chapelle d’Ausone (a 2nd wine of Château Ausone)

91-92

Tasted at Château Ausone, 03/04/19
Deep shade and semi-opaque; a lifted nose, really sweet fruit compote and lots of vanilla; sweet, dark and
very concentrated pure boysenberry juice and extract, very intense with a creamy texture, real silk, vanillacreaminess. This is good, but really very bold in style, with the level of fruit ripeness staying just the right side
of the line.

2018 Château Beauséjour (Duffau-Lagarrose)

93-94

80% Merlot (25,29/9, 3/10), 20% Cabernet Franc (3, 8/10), 27.5hl/ha
Tasted at Château Pavie Macquin, 03/04/19
Deep, glossy purple; super berry nose, very ripe but there is an airy feel to it; intense on the palate, dark
fruit, fragrant, some fruit elements feel a touch overripe, but there is liveliness too. Firm extraction, but
there is so much fruit there’s very little sense of the oak, unless you go looking for it. Chalky, with lovely
floral notes at the end.

2018 Château Bélair-Monange

92-94

90% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Fine, semi-opaque; an intriguing nose, sweet, candied, a touch of licorice and some oak, it doesn’t yet
seem fully knit; bold, rich, loaded with ripe tannin, for now it works more clearly on the palate than the nose
– the fresh lift of the limestone comes through there, seemingly aerating the dense fruit. Warm finish. This
has immense depth and sufficient succulence. A Bélair-Monange with heft.
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2018 Château Berliquet

90-91

78% Merlot, 22% Cabernet Franc, 14.5% abv, 3.73 PH, 30hl/ha, 45% new oak
Picked – Merlot 18th to 24th Sept, Cabernet Franc 1st Oct.
Tasted at Château Canon, 05/04/19
Deep colour; ripe sweet full nose; rich, full, fruity and opulent on the palate, round with warm alcohol. More
the rugby player after the finer Château Canon, but there is some finesse here too. The feel of Berliquet is
broader-shouldered, fuller, rounder. Good wine.

2018 Château Calicem

92-93

Tasted at Château Couvent des Jacobins, 03/04/19
A deep shade; a rich nose, sweet fruit and some fruitcake, really fragrant; very good intensity of fruit on the
palate with some layering of texture, fleshy, bold, with really velvet tannins, and a long finish. There is just
a touch of bitterness/chewiness right at the end, but it is minor), just a little warmth at the end. Very good.

2018 Château Canon

95-97

72% Merlot, 28% Cabernet Franc, 14% abv, 3.69 PH, 42hl/ha, 52% new oak
Picked – Merlot, 7th to 27th Sept, Cabernet Franc – 2nd to 5th Oct.
Tasted at Château Canon, 05/04/19
Some barrel tasting - like at Chanel’s other property – Rauzan-Ségla – preceded the blended sample. Note
below is for the blended sample…
Fine, full, deep semi-clear colour; a fine nose, lovely perfume, cherry, flowers, a hint of vanilla; super-fine
on the palate, super-balanced too, gorgeous fruit expression, ripe but fresh, succulent, candied violets,
fine dark chocolate, super-fine silky tannins. There’s also real precision and purity and length here, and the
symmetry for 2018 is astounding. A brilliant wine from Canon.

Tasting barrel sample at Château Canon .
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2018 Château Canon-la-Gaffelière

ST.-ÉMILION

92-93?

Tasted at Château Canon-la-Gaffelière, 03/04/19
Super-scented cherries and plums, ripe and fragrant on the nose; rich, sweet and juicy with a dark berry
taste, this is full of flavour, warm alcohol, powdery tannins. The acidity seems unexpectedly high and
citrusy. If this all knits, it will be a success.

2018 Château Cheval Blanc

90-95?

74% of the production (10% went to Petit Cheval and 16% sold off in bulk). 54% Merlot, 40% Cabernet
Franc, 6% Cabernet Sauvignon.
Tasted at Château Cheval Blanc, 03/04/19
Full colour; fragrant, spicy, a touch exotic, detailed aroma; really intense on the palate, totally melting
texture with just enough freshness, this is really on the exotic side, bold with very fine tannins, some grip,
dark chocolate and espresso on the finish, it feels very well made. I think it works, but it is close to the
edge and may go sweet and dull – we will have to wait and see. This is Cheval Blanc on the super-decadent
and exotic end of its own spectrum, it reminds me of the ’90, but with more density and richness still. It
may succeed spectacularly, but I do think – based on today’s sample – that it may also fall flat. I therefore
recommend waiting to see rather than buying en primeur.

2018 Petit Cheval (a 2nd wine of Château Cheval Blanc)

87-88

10% of the production (16% sold off in bulk). 70% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Franc.
Tasted at Château Cheval Blanc, 03/04/19
Full colour; sweet candy and chocolate nose, very sweet but also aromatic; mouthfilling, really sweet
flavour, touch of coffee, opulent, with a warm finish.

2018 Château Clos de la Madeleine

85-87

76% Merlot, 24% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Semi-clear, deep ruby; sweet, quite perfumed nose, singed but fragrant aroma; some ripe fruit, some
scorched notes, but also a cool herbal note that extends into a touch of under-ripe bitterness on the
nonetheless gently extracted finish. Warm alcohol.

2018 Château La Clotte

91-93+

Tasted at Château Ausone, 03/04/19
Deep full colour; fine sweet fruit, some freshness, a vanilla edge; sweet, a compote of dark berries, vanilla,
quite sweet, slightly cloying finish, but with a very supple fine-grained tannin profile. This has good intensity
and length, and will please many.

2018 Château Couvent des Jacobins

91-92

14.2% abv
Tasted at Château Couvent des Jacobins, 03/04/19
Mid-deep colour; lovely fresh berry fruit on the ripe, vibrant nose, floral notes here too; fresh, ripe berry
fruits, good juicy component, lowish acidity, just a hint of austerity on the finish, but this is lovely mid+
weight classic St.-Émilion, with some elegance (in the context of 2018).
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2018 Château Figeac

ST.-ÉMILION

92-94+

37% Merlot, 33% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Cabernet Franc, 14% abv, 3.7 PH
Picked 17th Sept – 12th Oct.
Tasted at Château Figeac, 03/04/19
Fine colour; fruity and aromatic nose, the Cabernet Sauvignon comes through here – all fully ripe, with
some florals too; fleshy, with juiciness and sap surrounding the fine tannins. Good shape, fleshy, good
depth. Full texture, delicious fruit, some warmth on the finish but overall this feels balanced. A touch of
espresso at the end.

Château Figeac

2018 Château Fonbel

92-93

Tasted at Château Ausone, 03/04/19
Mid-full colour; ripe, spicy nose, sweet with good complexity; very ripe, spicy blackberry taste, some
elegance, fragrance, length with natural grip, and lots of fruit. Very good.

2018 Château Haut-Simard

89-91?

Tasted at Château Ausone, 03/04/19
Fairly clear mid+ colour; creamy nose, vanilla-laced fruit with some brown spices, this comes across airy
and fresh; taut on the palate, fine, focused, some lovely minerality here, allowing a slow release of fruit into
the palate. There is a little volatility here, but lovely fruit, and the mineral freshness helps too.

2018 Château Larcis Ducasse

92-93

89% Merlot (21~26/9), 11% Cabernet Franc (1, 4/10), 33hl/ha
Tasted at Château Pavie Macquin, 03/04/19
Glossy opaque; lovely fruit on the nose, ripe, really scented, fragrant, lively and fresh; lush, complex fruit,
vibrant and juicy with great length, a slightly chewy texture but a lot of natural concentration too, a little
warmth on the finish, but is not excessive. Lovely wine. Will need a few years bottle age.
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2018 Château La Mondotte

90-92?

Tasted at Château Canon-la-Gaffelière, 03/04/19
Deep, fairly opaque; super kirsch-like nose; really zingy on the palate, with very surprisingly high citrusy
acidity in contrast to the kirsch-sweet fruit that is heady and appealing, this has an intense taste, just a
little bitterness with the high alcohol, and very silky tannins. It’s hard to calibrate the sharp firm acidity, but
if this dovetails seamlessly during élevage this will be a success.

2018 Château Moulin St. Georges

91-93

Tasted at Château Ausone, 03/04/19
Deeper colour; sweet boysenberry and cream on the nose; quite lush on the palate, with a broad attack
of fruit and real mid-palate fruitiness. Soft powdery tannins, boysenberry jam taste, fine grip. Good wine.

2018 Château Pavie Macquin

93-95

78% Merlot (20/9~11/10), 20% Cabernet Franc (2,4,12/10), 2% Cabernet Sauvignon (12/10), 47hl/ha
Tasted at Château Pavie Macquin, 03/04/19
Deep-opaque appearance; lovely dark berry fruit and brown spices on the nose, some freshness here too;
ripe, dark fruit on the palate, a black-strap intensity of black wine-gummy fruit, real back palate presence, a
touch of licorice, spices, there is real depth here. This is highly structured, but yielding with great intensity.
I think this will age very well in the long-haul.

View from Château Pavie Macquin.

2018 Château Pindefleurs

92-93

90% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Ruby, semi-opaque; an open sweet spicy nose with a note of licorice; really fragrant on the palate, this is
juicy, sweet, generous, with really lovely exotic spice and floral notes, it oozes fruit and sunny generosity,
long velvety tannic finish. Very nicely made. A lot of charm. Some warmth at the end.

2018 Château Puy-Blanquet

90-91

85% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc, 5% Cabernet Sauvignon
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Deep, fairly opaque; sweet lifted nose, roasted fruits, high-toned; lush, sweet, fleshy fruit with a furry texture,
some vibrancy in the mid-palate, the limestone comes through in the finish. Well-managed tannins. Good.
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2018 Château Quinault-L’Enclos

ST.-ÉMILION

91-92

71.5% Merlot, 14.5% Cabernet Franc, 14% Cabernet Sauvignon
Tasted at Château Cheval Blanc, 03/04/19
Semi-clear; ripe nose with some florals, sweet; supple on the palate, ripe, full of fruit and fat, nicely balanced
with a touch of coffee, warm and bold with just enough freshness to carry it. Yielding powdery tannic
texture at the end.

2018 Château Quintus

89-91

55% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Château Quintus, 05/04/19
Fine, full colour; fragrant, vanilla-toned, fresh nose; ripe and fleshy on the palate, sweet, candied fruit taste,
fleshier and longer compared to the Dragon, a warm finish. This is mouth-coating, with powdery tannins,
dark chocolate and dark fruit offering some inner mouth fragrance. Warm finish. Good.

2018 Dragon de Quintus (a 2nd wine of Château Quintus)

86-87

87% Merlot, 13% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Château Quintus, 05/04/19
Glossy full colour; sweet, fresh and perfumed nose, very ripe fruit dusted in cocoa; fleshy, sweet, with bold
alcohol, powdery tannins, a candied-sweet taste, a touch of vanilla and then milk chocolate at the end. A
bit bold and sweet, but pleasant.

“Dragon” de Quintus.
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2018 St.-Émilion (a 3rd wine of Château Quintus)

ST.-ÉMILION

85-86

89% Merlot, 11% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Château Quintus, 05/04/19
Full colour; sweet cherry nose, fruity and clear; bold, ripe cherry, quite hot alcohol that dominates the
medicinal-edged fruit.

2018 Château La Serre

86-87

80% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Ets. J-P Moueix, Libourne, 05/04/19
Fine, semi-opaque; sweet fruit, a touch high-toned on the nose; dense in its attack, the fruit feels a touch
dessicated, dark and sweet, scorched, lacking freshness.

2018 Château Simard

89-91?

Tasted at Château Ausone, 03/04/19
Mid+ colour; high-toned – there is some VA here, sweet raspberry confit fruit expression; intense attack
on the palate, lots of sweet, candy-edged fruit, all the way through to the long very fruity finish, with fine,
well-managed grip.

2018 Château Troplong Mondot

90-92?

Tasted at Château Troplong Mondot, 03/04/19
Fine glossy deep ruby; fresh, floral, plummy fresh-sweet nose; juicy on the palate, good intensity, supple,
gently creamy fruit, very precise and clean, pure. The tannins are present and there is a slightly greenedged tinge to them, though this element is not over the top – especially because the extraction is gentle.
If you are looking in 2018 for freshness and elegance over power and opulence it is here, though, I wonder
about the presence of that tinge of greenness.

Left: 2018 Château Troplong Mondot. Right: Ferréol du Fou at Château Troplong Mondot.
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2018 Mondot (a 2nd wine of Château Troplong Mondot)

89-90

Tasted at Château Troplong Mondot, 03/04/19
Deep, full colour; juicy, fresh ripe nose, some spice; fresh, juicy, lively, fleshy, this has a lovely fruit
expression, elegance, some grip – tannins have a very slightly bitter edge to them, but this is a cleanly and
gently-extracted wine. Nice.

GRAVES / PESSAC-LÉOGNAN
2018 Château Carbonnieux

90-91

Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
Deep colour; ripe, dark, spicy curranty nose; big on the palate, lots of fruit, low acid, and there is some grip
here on the finish. But, this is long and fruity, with a good finish.

2018 Château Les Carmes Haut-Brion

93-95

37% Cabernet Franc, 34% Cabernet Sauvignon, 29% Merlot (Vineyard is 41% Merlot, 39% Cabernet
Franc, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon), 37hl/ha, 13th to 28th Sept., 75% new oak, 9% amphorae. 13.75% abv,
3.61 PH, 36,000 bottles.
Tasted at Château Les Carmes Haut-Brion, 2/04/19
Full colour; beautifully scented sweet berry nose, summer pudding; juicy fruit, good concentration, really
supple tannins, fleshy, but well-focused, ripe, but moderate weight, well-balanced. Good structure, wellanchored yet supple. This is a really lovely wine from Carmes Haut-Brion.
Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19

94-95+

Lovely fruity fragrance, and some real interest and complexity here, smoky notes on the gorgeous nose;
fleshy, supple, fresh, ripe, balanced, super energy and expression, soft and cuddly, velvet texture, long
finish. Just superb.

2018 Le C de Carmes Haut-Brion (a 2nd wine of Château Les Carmes
Haut-Brion)

89-90

61% Cabernet Sauvigon, 37% Merlot, 2% Petit Verdot, 24/9~4/10, 25hl/ha, 13.6% abv, 55,000 bottles.
Tasted at Château Les Carmes Haut-Brion, 2/04/19
A bright, sweet berryish nose with an herbal note; ripe, juicy, really round, lively and fresh with an herbal
note, a good, long finish, and good, sweet/savoury balance. Nice.

2018 Domaine de Chevalier

90-91

Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
Slightly high-toned fruity nose showing sweet raspberry and blackcurrants; intense and tightly wound,
oaky, furry-textured, but intensely-fruited. Quite straight, solid, but not too heavy. Good.
Tasted at Domaine de Chevalier, 02/04/19

90-91

Very ripe, plummy curranty nose; ripe, up front with good fruit with a slightly candied tone, slightly
chewy finish.
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2018 Château de Fieuzal

89-91

55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc, 5% Petit Verdot
Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
A bold nose of super-candied plums, very sweet; the palate is sweet, thick, with a candied plum taste, very
slightly chewy. Good fruit intensity.

90-92+

Tasted at Château de Fieuzal, 02/04/19

Full ruby; lovely sweet black plums and black cherries on the nose; rich fruit, intense, fragrant and lush,
concentrated, low acidity but vibrant fruit, good energy, great intensity of sweet black fruit, a little
chewiness to the tannins, good length.

Top: Tasting at Château Pape-Clement.
Bottom, from the left: Very, very big format of 1989 Domaine de Chevalier. Right: Truffle brie at Domaine de Chevalier.
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2018 Château Haut-Bailly

93-94

55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot, 5% Cabernet Franc, 14.4% abv, 3.87 PH, 86 IPT
Tasted at Château Haut-Bailly, 02/04/19
Fine, full colour; very ripe sweet berry compote nose, with some fresh berry notes, fragrant, lifted; real
concentration on the palate, fine grip, the Haut-Bailly elegance of approach is here, concentration is
amazing – very intense, ripe, fragrant fruit, there’s liveliness and energy here, though the acidity is low, the
alcohol is present but in balance. Reminds me of the 2010. Long finish.

2018 Château Haut-Bailly II (a 2nd wine of Château Haut-Bailly)

90-91

65% Merlot, 35% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14.3% abv, 3.81 PH, 74 IPT
Tasted at Château Haut-Bailly, 02/04/19
Fine, full ruby; summer pudding sweet and bright nose; sweet, very ripe, with nice freshness, though a very
exuberant sort of fruit, gentle chewiness at the end.

2018 Château Haut-Brion

92-94

49.4% Merlot, 38.7% Cabernet Sauvignon, 11.9% Cabernet Franc, 14.6% abv, picked 6th Sept to 2nd
Oct.
Tasted at Château La Mission Haut-Brion, 02/04/19
Fine, deep colour; ripe but complex nose, smoky – very Graves; fleshy, bold, mouthfilling, supple, really
grand, bold, but it flows well, the tannins are really fine. I wonder whether this will develop the full spectrum
of complexity of the terroir, but it is clearly delicious, round, and very full in style. The balance is just a little
off - the boldness has the upper hand, but it is supple and delicious.

2018 Le Clarence de Haut-Brion (a 2nd wine of Château Haut-Brion)

90-91

58.2% Merlot, 28.5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 9.7% Cabernet Franc, 3.6% Petit Verdot, 14.4% abv, picked
6th Sept to 2nd Oct.
Tasted at Château La Mission Haut-Brion, 02/04/19
Semi-opaque; a more low-key nose than La Chapelle, a touch of tar; ripe on the palate with good fruit
and intensity, very ripe expression, supple-textured, roasted fruits taste, soft tannins. This is good, and it
wears its weight of fruit and alcohol with an elegant texture.

Château Quintus
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2018 Château Malartic-Lagravière

89-91

57% Cabernet Sauvignon (8-12/10), 36% Merlot (26/9~8/10), 4% Petit Verdot (3/10), 3% Cabernet
Franc (8/10), 35hl/ha, 70% new oak.
Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19
Lots of exuberant ripe fruit on the nose; bold, rich fruity attack, tannin-laden, but there is good concentration
here too. Bold and fleshy with nice ripe fruit.
Tasted at Château Malartic-Lagravière, 02/04/19

88-90?

Ripe, intense and spicy nose; lots of flesh and extract, quite firm tannins, grippy, but ripe. Perhaps just
a bit dry, though, there is plenty of fruitiness.

2018 Réserve de Malartic (a 2nd wine of Château Malartic-Lagravière)

87-89

58% Merlot (26/9~8/10), 35% Cabernet Sauvignon (8-12/10), 5% Cabernet Franc (8/10), 2% Petit
Verdot (3/10), 35hl/ha
Tasted at Château Malartic-Lagravière, 02/04/19
Opaque; ripe cooked black plums on the nose; plump, juicy, quite straight fruity taste, bold but juicy.

Top: Vineyard view at Château Malartic-Lagravière. Bottom: Jean-Jacques Bonnie at Château Malartic-Lagravière.
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2018 Château La Mission Haut-Brion

94-96

53.5% Merlot, 42.9% Cabernet Sauvignon, 3.6% Cabernet Franc, 14.4% abv, picked 10th Sept to 2nd Oct
Tasted at Château La Mission Haut-Brion, 02/04/19
Deep colour; lovely fruit on the nose, very ripe, spicy, with a touch of truffle, pencils; full on the palate,
ample, well-shaped, a little touch of dryness, but the tannins are fine, there are layers here and real depth,
good concentration, a touch of licorice, a lot of matter here, rich yet in balance. There’s more driving length
and energy and sense of layering than the Haut-Brion.

2018 La Chapelle de La Mission Haut-Brion (a 2nd wine of
Château La Mission Haut-Brion)

91-92

51.6% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40.8% Merlot, 7.6% Cabernet Franc, 14.2% abv, harvested 10th Sept to 2nd
Oct.
Tasted at Château La Mission Haut-Brion, 02/04/19
Fine ruby; plummy, fragrant and fresh nose; fleshy with moderate weight, a supple texture, a touch of
warmth, but also nice acidity and freshness. A fleshy style, appealing. This is a really stylish La Chapelle,
and there is some depth and dimension.

2018 Château Le Pape

89-91

80% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14.6% abv, 3.75 PH, 79 IPT
Tasted at Château Haut-Bailly, 02/04/19
Fine full ruby; succulent ripe berry nose; sweet, ripe, a little chewy on the palate, but supple extraction,
middle-weight, some juiciness, though, very ripe. A touch of alcoholic warmth on the finish.

2018 Château Pape-Clement

90-91?

Tasted at Château Pape-Clement, 2/04/19
Deep; sweet fruit, lots of very fine vanillin oak, this soars from the glass, ripe and opulent, liquorious nose;
concentrated, there is fine fruit here, dark berry expression, supple abundant fruit tannin, and then a very
potent presence of new oak that blunts the overall effect and marks the finish abruptly, leaving furry,
mouth-puckering tannin residue and a leaden feel to the wine. A real pity.
Tasted at the UGC Graves & Pessac-Léognan tasting, Château Carbonnieux, 02/04/19

90-91?

Ripe candied fruit and licorice all-sorts (sweet candies), vanilla oak on the nose, spices too; thick on the
palate, tannic, plenty of depth here at the core, but also fairly highly extracted, and very oaky.

2018 Le Prélat de Pape-Clement (a 2nd wine of Château PapeClement)

86-87

Tasted at Château Pape-Clement, 2/04/19
Mid-deep colour; ripe and low key nose; full, fleshy, slightly pushed but with okay fruit. Leaden, ripe, a
touch scratchy in texture. Okay.

2018 Clementin de Pape-Clement (a 2nd wine of Château PapeClement)

85-86

Tasted at Château Pape Clement, 2/04/19
Semi-opaque; a ripe, liquorious aroma, fruit, spice, a touch of licorice; moderate concentration of fruit on
the palate, but quite heavy extraction. This is astringent – pushed too hard.
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2018 Château Smith-Haut-Lafitte

94-96

60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 34% Merlot
Tasted at Château Smith-Haut-Lafitte, 02/04/19
Deep colour and density; ripe, richly fruited nose, sweet and quite perfumed; essency on the palate,
mouthcoating fruit, very good freshness, opulence, so much matter here on the palate, but it is all silky,
glycerin-laden. There is so much joy and pleasure in this wine. Long finish. This is undoubtedly great,
though, there is also no mistaking the big stamp of 2018 – it’s just that SHL has understood how to deliver
all this with finesse. Worth seeking out.

2018 Thil de Smith-Haut-Lafitte

90-91

Tasted at Château Smith-Haut-Lafitte, 02/04/19
Deep colour; very ripe, sweet, dense but shy nose; sweet, very plump, gourmand sort of wine, though,
elegantly extracted. Very pleasant, early drinking wine.

Red carpet at Château Smith Haut Lafitte
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2018 Château Potensac

89-90

45% Merlot, 36% Cabernet Sauvignon, 18% Cabernet Franc, 1% Petit Verdot, 21/9~13/10, 14.42%
abv, 35% new oak, 49hl/ha, 3.8 TA, 3.57 PH, 71 IPT
Tasted at Château Léoville-Las Cases, 1/04/19
Fuller colour; bright ripe dark berry nose; ripe, full, creamy with good energy, a bit of austerity, but ripe and
supple enough. This is good.

2018 Chapelle de Potensac (a 2nd wine of Château Potensac)

88-89

70% Merlot, 25% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Cabernet Franc, 21/9~13/10, 14.39% abv, 5% new oak,
49hl/ha, 4.03 TA, 3.5 PH, 69 IPT
Tasted at Château Léoville-Las Cases, 1/04/19
Clear ruby; ripe, fresh and open nose; fleshy with a nice juicy edge, this is already super deliciously
drinkable, there is just a little dryness at the finish, but overall this is in an easy, supple, fruity style. Very
nice, and comes recommended, if you see it in bottle in a few years’ time.

MARGAUX
2018 Château Brane-Cantenac

88-89?

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Full deep colour; some riper fruit and some cooler capsicum-like notes on the nose; cool and clear on
the palate, elegant with some cool fragrant notes, just a hint of green astringency, but overall elegant and
supple extraction. I’m concerned about where the greener notes are going however.

2018 Château Cantenac-Brown

86-87+

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Deep colour; some dark berry and also some slightly greener notes on the nose; plump, fruity with good
concentration, some unripe notes in the back, giving some astringency. Lots of ripe fruit in the mid-palate.

2018 Château Dauzac

92-94

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Deep colour; ripe and with a lovely damson and floral aroma, inviting; plump, fresh, violetty taste, fine
supple tannins, crisp, with a natural sense of flow, and great length. Super lovely wine and very Margauxtypical in the best sense.

2018 Château Desmirail

87-88

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Full and fairly opaque; quite some lift, some volatility, sweet berry but also a little acetone perhaps?; fully
ripe fruit, quite firm extraction, well-integrated oak, quite tannic.
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2018 Château Durforts Vivens

MARGAUX

91-93

Tasted at Château Durforts Vivens, 1/04/19
Clear, fresh ruby; ripe, lively and with some roses on the nose; juicy, quite focused, sweet, this has purity
and elegance, good length, with good intensity and transparency. A salty note at the end. Lovely Margaux.

2018 Château Ferrière

92-94

Tasted at Château Durforts Vivens, 1/04/19
Lovely nose, fresh with some florals; this is really lovely Margaux, such pure lovely fresh, lush fruit, very ripe
but still lively with a juicy acidity. Very round on the palate, supple, with length, freshness and energy. Very
Margaux in expression. A real success.

2018 Château Giscours

88-89

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Very deep colour – opaque; sweet berry nose, quite fragrant, floral and complex; dark berry taste on the
palate, freshly cooked black plums, firm but supple grip, good phenolic maturity, some alcohol imbalance
present at the end. A good solid sort of wine, but there is also a touch of bitterness at the finish – a touch
of green astringency right at the end which knocks the overall quality assessment down a notch.

2018 Château La Gurgue

88-89

Tasted at Château Durforts Vivens, 1/04/19
Deep colour; there’s a sort of salty note to the fruit here, lively nose; ripe, intense, low-acid feel, supple
textured, some liveliness. Good.

2018 Château d’Issan

92-94

60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 50% new oak, 13.97% abv, 3.42 TA, 3.78 PH, 76 IPT.
Tasted at Château d’Issan, 1/04/19
Mid-deep colour; a fragrant aroma, juicy and wild, some confit fruit notes, but also fresher open ones;
fleshy and lively, supple and elegant on the palate, fuller in alcohol than usual but this is in check – there is
sufficient concentration and length for this. Very nice d’Issan, layered and long.

2018 Blason d’Issan (a 2nd wine of Château d’Issan)

87-89

52% Cabernet Sauvignon, 48% Merlot, 35% new oak, 13.86% abv, 3.48 TA, 3.76 PH, 72 IPT.
Tasted at Château d’Issan, 1/04/19
Full colour; ripe, lively nose, bright and sweet; juicy, ripe fruit on the palate, moderate- to light-concentration.
Very drinkable already, this is supple and nice.

2018 Château Kirwan

88-89

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Glossy deep crimson; very sweet candy nose, a melted bag of lollies!; very sweet fruit on the palate, ripe
phenolics, a solid feel, quite firmly extracted and glossy in style with vanilla oak dominating the after-taste.
This may be a touch too solid and confected. But everything is ripe, and there is some liveliness.
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2018 Château Labegorce

MARGAUX

86-87?

50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 44% Merlot, 3% Cabernet Franc, 3% Petit Verdot, 20/9~15/10, 40% new
oak.
Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Semi-opaque; oaky, high-toned nose, some volatility here, some dark berry and licorice; up-front sort of
fruit and then a bit dry, oaky and short. May be okay with age, but I’m not confident today.
Tasted at Château Marquis d’Alesme, 04/04/19

90-91

Semi-opaque; a sweet nose, fragrant berries and juicy fruit, perfumed, some oak; lush fruit on the
attack, thick in the mouth, juicy, very ripe but with nice freshness, spicy oak, mouth-coating and open
expression. This has a self-consciously luxurious feel, some oakiness prominent in the flavour, but the
wine flows and is fragrant and very pleasant. Tannins are fine.

2018 Château Lascombes

85-86?

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Deep ruby; quite heavily reduced on the nose, borderline mercaptan issue possibly; the palate is marked
by it too, very tannic, dry, there’s some concentration, but it doesn’t feel balanced. Hard-textured and
lacking in fragrance. Some green notes on the finish too.

2018 Château Malescot Saint-Exupery

91-93

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Solid, very deep colour; fragrant, dark berry nose; concentrated fruit, a juicy rich mid-palate, tannic, but
with sweetness and sappy fruit essence, sticky, sappy and fruit-laden tannins, a long fragant, fruity finish.
This is delicious. Patience will be required as this has tannin to shed, but I’m confident of what’s inside.

2018 Château Margaux

92-94

Tasted at Château Margaux, 1/04/19
Mid- deep colour; a ripe nose, cooked fruits, a touch of violets; seamless, lush, slightly singed in expression,
but also some juiciness, a creamy mid-palate, very supple tannin, rich flavour, but just a little dulled in
expression on the palate, with a warm finish.

2018 Pavillon Rouge (a 2nd red wine of Château Margaux)

90-91

Tasted at Château Margaux, 1/04/19
Ripe, sweet, low key nose; bold sweet and very fruity, with a supple texture, bold alcohol, but it is reasonably
well-balanced. Warm finish.

2018 Château Marquis d’Alesme

91-92

55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc, 5% Petit Verdot, 25/9~12/10, 65% new
oak.
Tasted at Château Marquis d’Alesme Becker, 04/04/19
Clear, fine, deep ruby; a rich nose, creamy, vanillin, some spices, vibrant expression; fine fruit, lush, quite
tight, some spicy fragrance, some oak lavishness that dries the finish a bit. Otherwise very impressive.

P.39

THE FINE WINE EXPERIENCE | Shop A, 165-166 Connaught Road West, Hong Kong
Office:+852 2803 0753 | Email: sales@finewineexperience.com | Website: www.finewineexperience.com

BORDEAUX 2018 - EN PRIMEUR REPORT

MARGAUX

Top: Château Margaux .
Bottom, from the left: 2018 Château Margaux. Mike Wu at Château Margaux.
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2018 Château Marquis de Terme

MARGAUX

89-90

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Very deep, almost opaque; sweet fruit, candy and oak on the nose; firm, fairly rich on the palate, powdery
thick tannins, a lot of extract, somewhat sullen, confit fruit taste, very straight and four-square, but all
seems correct.

2018 Château Monbrison

84-85

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Clear deep ruby; cool, lively nose, sweet berries, celery, celeriac and red currants on the nose; elegant,
gently-extracted palate with some nice berry fruit, but also a distinctly green streak which I fear might
become all the more prominent with age.

2018 Château Palmer

93-95

53% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 7% Petit Verdot, 13/9~15/10, 11hl/ha.
Tasted at Château Palmer, 1/04/19
Very deep colour; a rich, concentrated and somewhat sullen nose; sweet fruitcake expression on attack,
lush, clean, thick-textured, glycerin-laden, this has a very supple texture, super concentration, it is bold,
though there is also some complexity of flavour. This is in something of an extreme style, but from wellselected fruit. A relative success from difficult conditions, and indeed it is quite special in its own way. A
very interesting Palmer, but good luck finding any of it – final yields were 11hl/ha.

Château Palmer.

2018 Château Prieuré-Lichine

85-86

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Purple, opaque; sweet, cooked black fruits; ripe attack that quickly becomes swingingly tannic, some
oakiness, warmth, and an astringent finish.

2018 Château Rauzan-Gassies

79-82

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Deep shade, clear ruby; an odd nose of sweet berries and celery and something a little grubby; moderate
concentration and gentle extraction, but really green, harsh tannins nonetheless. No good.
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2018 Château Rauzan-Ségla

MARGAUX

92-94

56% Cabernet Sauvignon (27/9~11/10), 40% Merlot (13~27/9), 2% Petit Verdot (28~29/9), 2% Cabernet
Franc (28/9), 14% abv, 3.8 PH.
Tasted at Rauzan-Ségla, 04/04/19
Usually the various components required to represent the final wine are put together in a micro-blend and
bottled for en primeur tastings, and that is what is poured at the château during the primeur week. This was
the case too at Rauzan, but before this we were able to taste from a variety of barrels, both used and new.
A fascinating exercise. The note below refers to the final blend sample…
No reduction on the nose (one or two individual barrels tasted showed it), a sweet berryish nose with some
spicy notes; fleshy and lush on the palate, openly fragrant with a long finish. The cool note (which raised
a question mark for me at one of the barrels) was refreshing here. This is an elegant, fragrant Rauzan with
impressive length.

Left: Tasting barrel sample at Château Rauzan-Ségla. Right: 2018 Château Rauzan-Ségla.

2018 Château Siran

88-90

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Deep, opaque; an oaky but otherwise unyielding nose; rich and fruity attack, very tannic with some dryness,
lots of extract, dark fruit, but there is some depth here. A touch of bitterness at the end.

2018 Château du Tertre

86-88?

Tasted at the UGC Margaux tasting, Château Dauzac, 04/04/19
Deep ruby, semi-opaque; fruity nose, ripe berries and liveliness; cool and crunchy on the palate, crisp,
fleshy wine – the phenolics just crossing the line to ripeness; good mid-palate fruit, but the gently-extracted
finish is nonetheless a bit scratchy, a little green and unpleasant.
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ST.-JULIEN
2018 Château Beychevelle

93-95

Tasted at UGC St.-Julien Tasting, Château Branaire-Ducru, 04/04/19
Fairly deep; ripe, sweet and fragrant nose, good freshness and definition; lovely dark berry fruit on the
palate, plump, succulent, precise yet round in texture, there’s some warmth, a touch of cocoa, this stays
supple through its long finish where the tannins feel perfectly managed. Delicious, super Beychevelle.

2018 Château Branaire-Ducru

88-89

Tasted at UGC St.-Julien Tasting, Château Branaire-Ducru, 04/04/19
Fine, semi-opaque; berry and fruitcake nose; fruity, sweet, curranty, firm, with grippy tannin, a touch of
green but just a touch. Not bad.

2018 Château Ducru-Beaucaillou

92-94+ ?

Tasted at Château Ducru-Beaucaillou, 1/04/19
Opaque; a ripe and intense nose; on the palate this is simply enormous, very ripe, very concentrated, highlyextracted, immaculate quality of fruit, a fire in the chocolate factory sort of hedonism on display, tannic but
yielding and ripe on the very powerful finish. Ducru in recent years has been particularly generous, but this
wine resets the bar for how much power and density can be delivered in a St.-Julien. Time will tell if it works
(I suspect it might), and it will appeal to a very particular taste in wine. Brace yourself, Sheila!

2018 Château Lalande-Borie (a 2nd wine of Château Ducru-Beaucaillou)

87-89

14.5% alcohol
Tasted at Château Ducru-Beaucaillou, 1/04/19
Ripe, dark fruit nose; big, fleshy, lush, supple and bold style. Nice.

2018 Croix Beaucaillou (a 2nd wine of Château Ducru-Beaucaillou)

87-88

15% alcohol
Tasted at Château Ducru-Beaucaillou, 1/04/19
Opaque; very dark and very ripe; very big, lush, bold, this is very, very ripe, it hits hard.

2018 Château du Glana

90-91

60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 14.5% abv
Tasted at Château Bellegrave, 04/04/19
Opaque, full colour; fragrant fruit, complex, fresh, lovely nose; juicy, ripe, fleshy with good freshness,
there’s a slightly crunchy, cool element, good moderate concentration, some grip and indeed just a hint of
astringency. A nice St.-Julien that will need 6-7 years cellaring.

2018 Château Gruaud Larose

90-91

Tasted at UGC St.-Julien Tasting, Château Branaire-Ducru, 04/04/19
Deep, semi-opaque; low key sweet nose, reticent; ripe, sweet, confit fruit, fairly concentrated, quite some
grip, some florals here too, dark berry taste, just a touch charred. Good.
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2018 Château Lagrange

ST.-JULIEN

91-93+

67% Cabernet Sauvignon, 28% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot
Tasted at UGC St.-Julien Tasting, Château Branaire-Ducru,
04/04/19
Deep, full colour; ripe, sweet, fresh nose aroma, quite
rich; ripe, sweet and juicy on the palate, some grip but
it stays ripe, creamy, with good freshness, generous
style, a touch warm at the finish, the generosity and
freshness work well here.
Tasted at Château Lagrange, 04/04/19

92-94

Deep, opaque; very rich and heady nose, yet it is fresh,
with black fruits and fine details; rich, powerful and fleshy
on the palate, deliciously juicy, opulent, very gourmand,
a touch of coffee bean, bold alcohol and tannin, but the
tannins are ripe and supple. This is a really bold, fleshy,
vibrant Lagrange showing natural concentration, and
helped tremendously by lovely, fresh acidity.
2018 Château Lagrange.

2018 Château Langoa Barton

92-94

Tasted at UGC St.-Julien Tasting, Château Branaire-Ducru, 04/04/19
Fine, deep colour; fresh, lively summer pudding nose, floral notes; intense on the attack, lovely juicy
concentrated fruit, so sappy, there is a formidable level of grip – this is really quite tannic – but it is beautifully
ripe, floral-edged, fresh and lovely in taste and aroma. So much fruit and really good length. More patience
than usual will be required for this very intense Langoa, but I think it will be worth it.

2018 Les Fiefs de Lagrange (a 2nd wine of Château Lagrange)

91-93

51% Cabernet Sauvignon, 44% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot. Not acidified, yet a crisp 3.52 PH, and no greenness.
Tasted at Château Lagrange, 04/04/19
Glossy deep fresh colour; bright, juicy, ripe nose; quite rich fruit, lots of very ripe dark fruit, a great, bold
intensity, a touch of alcohol, supple tannins. As a package, this really works. An impressive standout 2nd
wine in 2018.

2018 Château Léoville Barton

93+95+

Deep, glossy ruby/crimson; black ripe berry nose – currants and plums, and some fruitcake, but there
is good freshness too; intense fruit and concentration, juicy, lively acidity, fruit-laden taste, grand yet
constrained in style, a lot of energy and concentration here pulled in tight. A great Léoville Barton in fact I
think, but only for the young and patient or to bequeath! I think though that this may turn out to be one of
the really great Léoville Bartons in about 30 years’ time. Reminded me a bit of the ’45 and ’61.

2018 Château Léoville-Las Cases

95-97

80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 11% Cabernet Franc, 9% Merlot, 14.49% abv, 90% new oak, 35.5hl/ha, 3.54
TA, 3.65 PH, 80 IPT
Tasted at Château Léoville-Las Cases, 1/04/19
Very deep colour; ripe, sweet and violetty – a noble nose; thick on the attack – this is so concentrated, but
so supple, pure, layered and long. There’s a touch of warmth but it dovetails in. There’s such depth here,
this is seamless and complete. This is clearly a knockout Léoville-Las Cases, a real wine of the ages.
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2018 Le Petit Lion du Marquis de Las Cases (a 2nd wine of
Château Léoville-Las Cases)

ST.-JULIEN

89-90

42% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot, 13% Cabernet Franc, 14.47% abv, 30% new oak, 35.5hl/ha,
3.72 TA, 3.49 PH, 68 IPT.
Tasted at Château Léoville-Las Cases, 1/04/19
Shy on the nose, pencil lead; fleshy on the palate, quite pure and elegant, a touch hot, but there’s some
depth here. Nice.

2018 Clos du Marquis

90-91

64% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 6% Cabernet Franc, 14.5% abv, 55% new oak, 18/9~10/10, 3.66
TA, 3.64 PH, 79 IPT, 35hl/ha
Tasted at Château Léoville-Las Cases, 1/04/19
Ripe and fragrant nose; this is fine, rich, with good freshness and some elegance. There’s some alcohol at
the end that comes through a little hot, but there is also plenty going on here.

2018 Château Léoville Poyferré

91-92

Tasted at UGC St.-Julien Tasting, Château Branaire-Ducru, 04/04/19
Deep glossy purple; super black fruit on the exuberant nose, spicy with vanilla notes; concentrated fruit,
very tannic, an obviously high level of alcohol, it feels a bit overblown – not the class or containment of the
Barton, but no doubting the sheer immense level of fruit. Very solar.

2018 Château Talbot

91-92

Tasted at UGC St.-Julien Tasting, Château Branaire-Ducru, 04/04/19
Very deep and fairly opaque; a fruity, open nose, herbs, florals on the lovely nose; intensely concentrated,
quite tannic, good liveliness. After a barrage of firm tannins comes a lovely scented cooked plum and
floral-edged after taste. A touch warm in alcohol. Will need long ageing.
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PAUILLAC
2018 Château d’Armailhac

91-92

55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc, 5% Petit Verdot
Tasted at Château Mouton-Rothschild, 1/04/19
A lovely, cool freshness to the nose, almost spearmint-like amongst the berry melange; supple with
mid-concentration, quite a good rich juiciness here, tasty, with a saline note toward the finish. A good
d’Armailhac.

2018 Château Batailley

88-90

Tasted at the UGC Pauillac and St.-Estephe Tasting, Château Batailley, 04/04/19
Deep, fairly opaque; lots of sweet candied berry fruits on the nose; moderate candied fruit, some spice,
quite toasty-styled vanillin oak, candied fruit at the end. Good.

2018 Château Bellegrave

90-91

14.5% abv.
Tasted at Château Bellegrave, 04/04/19
Fine, deep colour; dark berry fruit, cocoa-dusted, sweet with some freshness; dark fruit on the palate, very
juicy and intense, a pure taste, firm grip, just a touch warm in the balance, a slight candy tone to the fruit,
lots of juice. Good. Needs 8-10 years cellaring. A good value Pauillac.

2018 Château Clerc Milon

91-92

60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 27% Merlot, 9% Cabernet Franc, 3% Petit Verdot, 1% Carménère
Tasted at Château Mouton-Rothschild, 1/04/19
A toastier, oakier nose than the d’Armailhac, with nice dark berry and generally darker fruit register too;
quite classic on the palate, good mid-depth of fruit, prominent vanillin-oak, a supple texture with finegrained tannins. Very nice.

2018 Château Duhart-Milon

90-91

Tasted at Château Lafite-Rothschild, 1/04/19
Fine, higher register aroma; good intensity, some focus, middle-depth. This is fairly good.
Tasted at the UGC Pauillac and St.-Estephe Tasting, Château Batailley, 04/04/19

90-91

Semi-clear ruby; a fresh, ripe, spicy fruit nose, pencils; lots of up-front dark fruit, very tannic, some
coffee and charred notes toward the finish. A burly Duhart-Milon.

2018 Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste

92-94

Tasted at Château Grand Puy Lacoste, 1/04/19
Lovely fine nose, really classic, perfumed, some vanilla and toast, clear and fresh; lovely fruit too on the
palate, elegant, a touch of coolness – herb notes, supple tannins, nice sap, elegant weight – this is another
classic, stylish Grand-Puy-Lacoste.

92-93
Semi-clear deep ruby; lovely nose, fresh, ripe, summery and floral; tight, elegant, expressive with a long
floral-edged refreshing finish. Superb.
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2018 Lacoste-Borie (a 2nd wine of Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste)

PAUILLAC

90-91

Tasted at Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste, 1/04/19
A fresh, leafy, curranty nose; fresh, curranty with nice plump fruit on the palate. Juicy and very nice.

2018 Château Haut-Bages-Liberal

91-93

Tasted at Château Durforts Vivens, 1/04/19
Clear, full ruby; rich berry nose, fresh and lively; great fruit on the palate, minerality, liveliness and energy
that pushes to a long finish. Lovely, elegantly-styled Pauillac.

2018 Château Haut-Batailley

88-89

59% Cabernet Sauvignon, 41% Merlot, 14.3% ABV, 3.61 PH, 81 ITP, will be 14 months in 60% new
barrels.
Tasted at Château Ormes de Pez, 1/04/19
An airier sort of nose tasting this after the burly-styled Ormes de Pez; tight, mid-elegant weight, forward
on the palate, not quite the length, but okay.

2018 Château Lafite-Rothschild

92-93

91% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8.5% Merlot, 0.5% Petit Verdot
Tasted at Château Lafite-Rothschild, 1/04/19
Fine, very Cabernet nose; fine on the palate, fairly elegant, mid-weight Cabernet-led taste, supple, cool
expression, a touch leafy. Nice, moderate concentration. Nice, but not special.

2018 Carruades de Lafite (a 2nd wine of Château Lafite-Rothschild)

90-91

56.5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 38% Merlot, 5.5% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Château Lafite-Rothschild, 1/04/19
A lovely fresh and quite floral nose, some coolness, but appetising; fairly lush fruit, sweet mid-palate,
moderate length, nice roundness.

Château Lafite-Rothschild
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PAUILLAC

Château Mouton Rothschild
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PAUILLAC

2018 Château Latour

94-95

91% Cabernet Sauvignon, 9% Merlot, 0% Petit Verdot, 14.3% ABV, 81 ITP
Tasted at Château Latour, 1/04/19
Very fine, detailed nose, ripe with a touch of spice; very fine, concentrated, elegant, with fine grip that
pinches the palate a little, though the tannins feel ripe. Not the level of flow in 2018 that we have seen in
the most recent vintages, this feels a bit more blocky-square. It reminds me a riper-styled 1995 Latour. It
will simply need long cellaring – the quality is there. But it misses the absolute pinpoint fineness of the last
few vintages.

2018 Les Forts de Latour (a 2nd wine of Château Latour)

93-94

65.6% Cabernet Sauvignon, 34% Merlot, 0.4% Petit Verdot, 14.2% ABV, 77 ITP
Tasted at Château Latour, 1/04/19
Lovely, fresh nose, floral and very pretty; fine and elegant, seamless, really harmonious and long, good
energy, elegant weight despite the alcohol level. Really high quality, lovely dark berry with a floral, violetty
taste and fragrance. Lovely. A super Les Forts de Latour.

2018 Pauillac (a 3rd wine of Château Latour)

87-88

56.9% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30.8% Merlot, 12.3% Petit Verdot, 14.1% ABV, 76 ITP
Tasted at Château Latour, 1/04/19
Lots of darks berries and with a Malbec-like fruitiness on the nose; fleshy and plump on the palate, there
is a slight scratch to the tannins, but overall a soft, plump, fruity, fleshy feel. Ok.

Tasting Château Latour samples

P.49

THE FINE WINE EXPERIENCE | Shop A, 165-166 Connaught Road West, Hong Kong
Office:+852 2803 0753 | Email: sales@finewineexperience.com | Website: www.finewineexperience.com

BORDEAUX 2018 - EN PRIMEUR REPORT

2018 Château Lynch-Bages

PAUILLAC

86-88?

72% Cabernet Sauvignon, 19% Merlot, 6% Cabernet Franc, 3% Petit Verdot
14.1% ABV, 3.66 PH, 95 IPT, 75% new oak.
Tasted at Château Ormes de Pez, 1/04/19
A ripe nose of curranty, slightly roasted fruit; firmly extracted on the palate with good intensity, but not the
supple or viscous middle to carry the sheer depth of tannin. Dry, seedsy sort of tannins – like an old school
Grignolino, but I don’t think it works here.

Tasted at the UGC Pauillac and St.-Estephe Tasting, Château Batailley, 04/04/19

87-92?

if you have time

Opaque crimson; very sweet, dark and very oaky nose; thick on the palate, loaded with dark spicy fruit,
this is very, very tannic, formidable, but flowing better than it did on Monday’s tasting of it. It is hard to
imagine this ever coming around, but perhaps it will in 25~35 years’ time. There is no finesse, but there
is concentration in addition to the extraction. Built like an old school 1928, and those have (recently!)
come around!

2018 Echo de Lynch-Bages (a 2nd wine of Château Lynch-Bages)

84-85

62% Cabernet Sauvignon, 36% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc
13.9% ABV, 3.57 PH, 87 IPT
Tasted at Château Ormes de Pez, 1/04/19
A fruity and expressive nose; quite tannic, fruity, but quite firm and extracted in expression. Really mouthpuckering, but without the natural depth and concentration to match.

2018 Château Mouton-Rothschild

95-96

86% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Château Mouton-Rothschild, 1/04/19
A touch more opaque compared to the rest of the collection; sweet dark fruit, dark chocolate and toasted
oak nose; really lovely fruit on the palate, this is fine, juicy, well-balanced, concentrated yet with real flow
and energy. This has a freshness and energy not common in 2018. A seductive finish follows. This is
absolutely delicious – a real pleasure.

2018 Château Petit Mouton (a 2nd wine of Château Mouton-Rothschild)

91-92

56% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 4% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Château Mouton-Rothschild, 1/04/19
A cooler, blackcurranty, crunchy sort of nose, fresh cut lawn, black currants and a touch of gooseberry
complete the aromatics; quite good concentration on the palate, squished blackcurrants and other dark
berries, a touch of butter stirred in. This has a bit of Moutonesque decadence, but there’s freshness too. A
good mouthful. Will offer a lot of appeal. A worthy Petit Mouton.

2018 Château Pibran

89-91

54% Cabernet Sauvignon, 46% Merlot. 13.9% abv, 50% new oak.
Tasted at Château Pichon-Longueville Baron, 04/04/19
Fine, full ruby; ripe berry nose with a cool brush-like note; nice, juicy up front fruit, round and plummy, with
a cooler crunchier finish, gently extracted, elegant and attractive, but with a scratchy note in the texture
on the finish.
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2018 Château Pichon Longueville Comtesse de Lalande

PAUILLAC

92-94

71% Cabernet Sauvignon, 23% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc, 1% Petit Verdot
Tasted at Château Pichon Longueville Comtesse de Lalande, 1/04/19
Deep colour; reserved nose, a touch of florals, a touch of tar, spices, dull rich aromas on prompting; fleshy
on the palate, some exuberance, but with good balance too. There’s a touch of alcohol warmth toward
the end the palate (it’s 14% ABV), but there is enough richness to keep that pulled in sufficiently. Good
concentration, ripeness, florals and spices, a slightly charry oak note, there’s lots here. If I have a criticism
it’s that it is perhaps a touch leaden, but it is also appealingly fruity. Bunga bunga party style.
Tasted at the UGC Pauillac and St.-Estephe Tasting, Château Batailley, 04/04/19

92-93

Semi-opaque; fragrant, sweet and spicy nose; lots of dark fruit, spice, some grip, lots of delicious spicy
extract, the warmth of the alcohol comes through, but the flavours are really nice. Rich.

2018 Réserve de la Comtesse (a 2nd wine of Château Pichon
Comtesse de Lalande)

90-91

53% Cabernet Sauvignon, 42% Merlot, 4% Petit Verdot, 1% Cabernet Franc
Tasted at Château Pichon-Longueville Comtesse de Lalande, 1/04/19
Deep colour; appealing aroma of very ripe fruit and a touch of dark cocoa; soft on the palate, plump with
moderate to low acidity, very rounded mouthfeel. This will have the right appeal for early drinking. Very nice.

2018 Château Pichon-Longueville Baron

93-94

78% Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Merlot, 80% new oak, 50% of the estate’s production
Tasted at the UGC Pauillac and St.-Estephe Tasting, Château Batailley, 04/04/19
Fine, deep ruby crimson; sweet, dark fruit and a touch of coffee, some violets on the nose; lots of sweet
fruit on the palate, very intense, an elegant feel, quite tannic at the end, but this is supple and very aromatic.
This is quite a dramatic Pichon. A touch of alcohol at the end, coffee bean note there too.
Tasted at Château Pichon-Longueville Baron, 04/04/19

93-94+

Deep colour, fairly opaque; a rich, dark brooding nose, some florals; sweet luscious fruit, perfectly ripe,
opulent in expression, architectural tannins that are ripe, fine, but for now formidable. A long, fine finish with
a touch of coffee bean. Tannins remind me of 2005, but there is more opulence here. Cassisy, potent fruit,
well cut. Finely balanced. This is statuesque Pichon, but patience will be required.

2018 Les Griffons de Pichon Baron
(a 2nd wine of Château Pichon-Longueville Baron)

91-92+

52% Cabernet Sauvignon, 48% Merlot, 60% new oak, 30% of the estate’s production.
Tasted at Château Pichon-Longueville Baron, 04/04/19
Deep colour; rich, sweet blackcurranty fruit on the nose; intense, juicy dark fruit on the palate, dark and fleshy,
brooding, with firm tannins that are ripe. This tastes more like a grand vin. Will age well I think. There’s a touch of
austerity, but it tastes phenolically ripe all through. Understand that this will take more cellaring than “2nd wine”
would normally imply.
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PAUILLAC

Top: Breakfast before tasting. Bottom: Tasting with Christian Seely at Château Pichon-Longueville Baron.
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2018 Les Tourelles de Longueville (a 2nd wine of Château PichonLongueville Baron)

PAUILLAC

90-91

66% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Cabernet Franc, 6% Petit Verdot, 30% new oak. 20% of the estate’s
production.
Tasted at Château Pichon-Longueville Baron, 04/04/19
Full, fairly opaque ruby with a crimson rim; low key nose, fresh; taut on the palate with lots of intense dark
fruit, nice freshness, a slight coffee bean/espresso note, tannic grip – fairly supple, warm alcohol on the
finish. Lively wine.

2018 Château Pontet-Canet

94-95

70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc, 3% Petit Verdot
Tasted at Château Pontet-Canet, 1/04/19
A really bright, clear nose, lifted and juicy in aroma; clear and vibrant on the palate too, juicy, intense,
pure and clear flavour, fine, supple tannin. There’s a fineness here. An impressive Pontet-Canet with lovely
freshness and equilibrium.

Château Pontet-Canet
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ST.-ESTEPHE
2018 Château Calon Ségur

92-93

65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 17% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Franc, 3% Petit Verdot, 14.9% abv, 3.6 TA, 3.75
PH, 41/hl/ha, 100% new oak.
Tasted at Château Calon Ségur, 1/04/19
Sweet, ripe nose; sweet, supple, concentrated, with a just over-ripe taste, clean but lacking energy, bold
alcohol. Good texture, some juiciness, but very rich nectar-like concentration, hefty but soft-textured.
This has the concentration to carry itself – it is balanced. The style here in the glass is a real bookend of
successful Bordeaux expression, so big and bold – it is for the hedonist – but it is well made, and it works.

2018 Le Marquis de Calon Ségur (a 2nd wine of Château Calon Ségur)

86-87

53% Merlot, 47% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14.9% abv, 3.6 TA, 3.65 PH, 41hl/ha, 30% new oak.
Tasted at Château Calon Ségur, 1/04/19
Sweet, ripe nose; really big, bold, potent wine, heavy with candied fruit, not quite the length; this is clear
and fruity, but it feels picked too late. Judiciously made, however – not over-pushed from the raw material.

2018 Château Capbern

91-92

62% Cabernet Sauvignon, 37% Merlot, 1% Petit Verdot, 14.6% abv, 3.55 TA, 3.75 PH, 41hl/ha, 60% new
oak.
Tasted at Château Calon Ségur, 1/04/19
Low key nose; sweet, fruity, quite intense and juicy, thick with fruit, a touch of glycerin. This is a bold style,
with a slight ponderous over-ripeness, but it flows well.

2018 Château Cos d’Estournel

92-94

74% Cabernet Sauvignon, 23% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc, 1% Petit Verdot
14.59% ABV, 3.3 TA, 3.69 PH, 80 IPT, 50% new barrels, picked 19/9~6/10
Tasted at Château Cos d’Estournel, 1/04/19
Glossy deep colour; really sweet fruits on the nose, heady and quite exotic; concentrated, palate-filling,
really gourmand style, fleshy, with velvet and abundant tannin, some warmth from the alcohol pokes
through noticeably to the finish, but this is otherwise impressive.

2018 Pagodes de Cos (a 2nd wine of Château Cos d’Estournel)

89-90

54% Cabernet Sauvignon, 37% Merlot, 6% Petit Verdot, 3% Cabernet Franc
14.51% ABV, 3.3 TA, 3.68 PH, 72 IPT, 20% new barrels
Tasted at Château Cos d’Estournel, 1/04/19
A fragrant, ripe, complex and inviting aroma; fleshy, palate-coating, fairly concentrated with a bold feel,
though, with balanced alcohol and plump fruit. Summer pudding fruit profile, a touch confit with some
prune notes. Prunes on the finish.
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ST.-ESTEPHE

2018 Goulée by Cos d’Estournel

90-91

73% Merlot, 21% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Cabernet Franc
13.71% ABV, 3.2 TA, 3.7 PH, 71 IPT, 20% new barrels, picked 18/9~4/10
Tasted at Château Cos d’Estournel, 1/04/19
Sweet, cooked damsons on the nose; juicy, ripe plummy taste, supple in texture, bold in style. Yummy – this
is delicious.

2018 Château Lilian Ladouys

85-86

Tasted at Château d’Issan, 1/04/19
Deep in colour; a high-toned and awkward nose; fleshy and full, supple texture, hot alcohol on the finish.

2018 Château Ormes de Pez

90-91

41% Cabernet Sauvignon, 50% Merlot, 7% Cabernet Franc, 2% Petit Verdot
14.6% ABV, 3.57 PH, 84 ITP
Deep coloured; ripe and juicy nose; juicy, ripe and burly in style, potent and intense, a big wine, zingy too.

2018 Château Pédesclaux

88-89

Tasted at Château d’Issan, 1/04/19
Deep in colour; very ripe, sweet nose; fleshy and palate-filling, supple tannin, very ripe concentration,
supple and clean, with a warm finish. Nicely made.

Showcasing different formats of Château Cos d’Estournel
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2018 Château de Pez

ST.-ESTEPHE

87-88

Tasted at the UGC Pauillac and St.-Estephe Tasting, Château Batailley, 04/04/19
Deep colour; sweet oaky nose; lots of dark berry fruit, a little oaky, warm finish. Okay.

2018 Château Phélan Ségur

88-90

Tasted at the UGC Pauillac and St.-Estephe Tasting, Château Batailley, 04/04/19
Deep colour; ripe, fruity, floral-soapy nose; lush, fruity, soft, warm alcohol – a bit hot in fact, but this is fruity
and not too tannic. Good.

2018 Château Tronquoy Lalande

92-93

Tasted at Château Montrose, 1/04/19
A lovely open nose of sweet confit summer berries with a dash of cream; super balance and energy, loads
of ripe fruitiness, good length, this is lush, rich and juicy in style, bold, but lively too. Just a touch of alcohol
burn on the supple and very fruity finish. Well done, this is very good, especially at this level.

2018 Château Montrose

93-95+

Tasted at Château Montrose, 1/04/19
Very ripe expression on the nose, currants and dates, lots of spices and perfume – really quite an exotic
nose for Montrose; lush, good intensity, this pushes to all the corners of the palate – it has penetrating
fruit, low acidity, but good fruit expression. Perfectly extracted. There’s a hint of alcohol imbalance at the
finish, but there’s a touch of minerality too. There’s a sultry, summer heat feel to it, weighty in the mouth,
but well-tailored. This is a very good Montrose, and if you like both boldness and freshness this has much
to offer.

2018 La Dame de Montrose (a 2nd wine of Château Montrose)

91-92

Tasted at Château Montrose, 1/04/19
An intensely curranty nose – like a mixed currant dessert; plush, sweet fruit, juicy, with intense flavour,
supple texture, open and expressive. Very good.
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